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“A song of praise — for this earth
For its surge of life — For poetry,
the essence of its beauty.........
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“To mourn, to moister your dead lips with our tears”.
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from whom twelve clans branched

Bore countless children, who could not live in amity”
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“Then even as they danced merrily,
gorging, you slice by slice”
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“Parting your soft green mantle

you suckled them at you breast

as they thirst (their last!) —

a thirst for the blood of your sacred heart.”
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“O mother, favourite bride of the sun,
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you lost even the bridal finery he gave you”
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“June clouds hunt for drinking water
December nights hunt for cold

April dawns hunt for a tiny flower

Sylvan rivers hunt for swirling currents
The rhythm of creation is shattered.

The wheels of the chariot of life

are stuck on their course.”
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“Your sweet memories

Are all Thave

Till the last dregs of sense
remains in me;

I, who took shape from you

And from you took life” —
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“The first ecstacy on my tongue
With your herb and honey
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The last drop of water that soothes
even as the flame of my life is snuffed out”
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“How from the heart of the dense forest
You craft poems from the self of birds”
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“The crow of death beaked

Even the nectar of your truth !

As you trudge along the solar highway
On outcast with tonsured head,
Shouldering the budle of your shame
Weighed down with the sin

Ofhaving borne children

Who turned mother —ravishers,”
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1. “Poetry Cannot be translated” - Samuel Johnson, Quoted in On Translation.

2. “ATranslation in verse.......... seems to me something absurd, impossible” - victor
Hugom

Quoted in On Translation.
3. “Translation of a literary work is as tasteless as a stewed Strawberry” - Harry De
Forest Smith,  Quated in On Translation.
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4. Say what one will of the inadequacy of translation, it remains one of the most
important and

worthiest concerns in the totality of world affairs - Letter to Corlyle, J.W. Goethe,
Quoted in On translation.
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CRITICISM OF WOMEN AND CONTRADICTION
IN THE PHILOSOPHY OF NARAYANA GURU

Dr.Bineesh Puthuppanam
Abstract:

Narayana Guru , who pioneered the modern kerala he could cement the
concept of Advaita philosophy and through it powerfully make strong the renaissance
concept of kerala.But many contradiction against advaita and renaissance can be seen
in Guru's philosophical works. This paper examins the contradictory concepts in Guru's
philosophy which is consequently similar to the philosophy of Sankaracharya.

Keywords:
Advaita -Sivasataka - Mananaatheetham- Vairagya Sathakam - Viveka chudamani

Narayanaguru was a sage, who pioneerd the modern Kerala in the
beginning of 20 th century. He could succeed tackle away the superstitions and social
evil which have been prevailed in the social and cultural situation of kerala through his
philosophy and doings. Also he succeeded in creating a new social set upin the kerala
culture on the basis of 'one caste' system apart from the different bondage of chains on
the basis of different caste through his works such as stotra works ,prabodhna
works,philosophical works,prose works and translations.He could succeed to create
and raise a new 'wider humanism'.Eventhough both Shaiva philosophy and buddha
philosophy can be seen in him,he is commonly considered as the Advaithacharya.He
tried to cement the oneness and unity which are the extreme zenith of humanism
through his works.Guru simply interpreted and practicalized advaita in an era in which
the people who conflicts each other on the basis of religious, caste ,creed and God.The
word such as 'one caste, one religion, one god' in the work named Jathi Nirnaya can
be taken as an example. Guru never neglected the concept of caste , religion and god
he understood that if it had done it would be against humanism and oneness , that is
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why he added a word 'one' before each and every sentence. This 'one' is the only thing
of denial of dualism.He tried to create a particular religion named 'human religion'.In
the work named 'Mathamimamsa',he opines that the sense of each religion is same.
Through the mirror installation he practicalized the Advaita philosophy such as'Aham
Brahmasmi'. Through these kinds of different activities he could cement the concept of
advaitaphilosophy and through it powerfully make strong the renaissance concept of
kerala.But many contradictions against advaita and renaissance can be seen in Guru's
philosophical works . This paper examines the contradictory concepts in Guru's
philosophy which is consequently similar to the philosophy ofSankaracharya.

Self construction of male in Guru:

Guru's works are the basis of his philosophy. The female criticism of Guru is seen in
Sivasataka, which is one of the important strota works. In 'Sivasataka' one devotee
prays to Siva that to be kind towards him to concentrates on God without making a
chance to mingle with women and to concentrates on God without making a chance to
mingle with women and to make an end to the state that is fluctuated by seeing the
beauty of the lips of the women with Siva's third eye. And also another pray to God
Siva by the same devotee is that to help him not make an intercourse with women and
to face the dirty problem related with it. Guru compares female body as dirty natured
one and also opines that any interaction with female body is like lying and rolling in the
dirt. And the male human body which describes this activity is like a body which has
capacity to merge with God or the body the selfis the pure object which becomes the
God itself. This duel sense of body claims is against the advaita philosophy. In the same
work, there is a description of a devotee who always likes to have any kind of contacts
with women and he also prays to god not to get any chance to mingle with women.
According to that devotee " there is no chance to have mingle and play with beautiful
women intend of that the good will help me to merge with it"3. He prays to god to
create a chance to have an interaction of God with his mind.

In the particular work there is a description of women who approaches man with, and
allures him with her eyes and approaches him with the weight of her breast and tries to
turn over him to her navel. According to Guru the look of a women is intended to allure
him and to turn over him on it. This description of women is related to man's intention
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to see them as an enchanting object of lust and an object of sexual pleasure. There is
no difference between male chauvinistic description of women and guru's description
of women in the particular work.

In the same work, that is, sivasadaka, women compared women as a killing
elephant and he describes it is an elephant which approaches man with beautiful hair
and sharp breast. Normally, tusker is the symbol of male. This male self'is transmuted
in to female self by these descriptions of women by guru. In this description, it is not
cleared physicality or the outer body of an elephant, but it is the inner self of the
elephant. The basic instinct of the killing elephant is purely the attack itself or the
destruction of everything. Guru attributed this destructive instinct of elephant in women.
Guru makes women as an object that destroys everything including the inner self of the
man itself. This types of description makes men as an object of innocence and women
as an object of blot or impurity.

Guru's Female Fear:

Guru feared female body, this fear of female body is seen in his works and
these works cleared prove his fear in women. The personality apperception is one of
the important principles of psychology, which says all the suppressed and suppressed
feelings of any person's mind are revealed through his writings4. Guru's works justifies
this principles of psychology. In Sivasathaka, another fear of devotee is described by
guru as the women who come toward men with sharpened breast and powerful eyes
of fire. The devotee prays to god not to make him subdue before such women. More
than that, women's bodies are compared to the heap of waste which spreads the nasty
smell. Another comparison of women go like this eves the entire water in the sea is
dried out and if the resting path is filled with a heap of waste, it will emit nasty smell, like
that the women's body also and he prays to god not allow him to go back by looking
the legs of beautiful women having long tresses and bangles in their hands. Hence the
human male body in guru's work and philosophy remains with its fragrance. It is wonder
how this kind of thought had comes to guru's mind, which is not an apt thing for an
advaiti.

It is a common thing that each person finds fault with other eventhough,
he has frailty within him. It is clear that this is what is happened in guru's criticism of
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women. Many female bodies perplexed his mind when his mind was in a state of
weakness or powerlessness. These things are very clear in Guru's works itself.

Guru's asks that whether this is due to his indifference towards ceremonial
offerings to god. At that time many days have passed and in his mind westernconcreting
on other things without having workship to god. This fear has firmly reflected in his
words. Guru explained that his mind never stands in a peaceful state in stead of that it
is always been affecting him badly with many other thoughts. At the same time, he
always distressed by thinking his peaceless mind eventhough he has been continuously
workshipped god shiva. He feels that the moon ray which is the charioteer of cupid
consenquently hit with its full bright. Also he writes openly that he has had many flops
in his life and the women like filth which is situated in his mind always haunted him by
thinking that it will reduce to courage(sivasataka 72,78).

The actual picture of Guru's fear towards women is clearly seen the
stotra such as 'mananateetam'’ or 'vairagyasatakam'. Guru suspects that at a time whether
he has capacity to avoid the women who approaches him. Guru fears that sometimes
he has to live with the women in a hut of wastage who comes towards him with carrying
impure and sea and enchanting eyes. Guru expresses his grief on this fear. Only one
thing which guru explained as 'beautiful' is the eyes of the women itself. The duality
which we see here is that even though guru criticises women's body, he accepted the
beauty of women's eyes.

In 'Vairagyasataka', Guru contempts women as 'corpses'S. In order to
overtly write that women are such dead bodies who extinguish life by shaking their
breasts, he thought too much on women would have bothered him too much. Hence,
Guru elaborates his weakness. The best way to keep something apart is to criticise it.
Guru would have felt that he could possibly calm his own mind by criticizing the female
body which kept bothering him. But, such an overt criticism symbolizes thoughts which
are anti-women, and more over, it is against the doctrine of advaita.

The descriptions of Devata's body

The main contradiction of Guru's philosophy is clearly seen in the
discription of Devata's description of Guru. When Guru severly criticizes the female
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body, his description of Devata's body goes very smoothy as it is something like pure
and charming. In Sivasataka there is a description of Goddess Parvathy who sits besides
God Siva with her loosen breasts, and flowing the milk of ambrosia. And in
"Tevarapatikangal', a Tamil work Guru described Parvathy as a being having the breast
like coconut and with exchanting sound of a cuckoo bird. Guru described Parvathy as
how Kalidasa's description about her. It is a noticeable thing that how Guru narrated
Bhadrakali in 'Bhadrakalyashtakam'p it goes like this. A female body with big and
sharpened breast and a body with shining rays of lotus which is situated in the well of
navel. In the 'Kalinatakam' he compared Kali's breast as a gold pot; when human
female body is compared to the objects of nasty smell and nothing good and he compares
devata's body as golden pot and nectar. This shows the contradiction in his philosophy
and his works. This kind of divine conscious which criticizes and rejects the humanity
and human consciousness actually destructs the doctrine of advaita. So many
contradictions are seen in Guru's advaita philosophy and in many of his works.

Sankara's male consciousness, Guru's body creation:

Though Sankara is considered as the greatest advaita philosopher, he
is severely criticized by Guru because of his Brahminic itself in stotra works and also
Sankara praised the nobility of male chauvinism in his great works. In Vivekachudamani,
Sankara says that it is not easy to get human life for animals and also difficult to get
male being among them. 6 When Sankara described the loftiness of male body Guru
created such a body having these qualities. When female body becomes the heap of
waste and stool, male body becomes the body of salvation. Thus Guru becomes the
follower of Sankara in the construction of male body.

Conclusion;

Sree Narayana Guru became the father of Kerala renaissance and
a great philosopher of advaita through his works, great philosophy and his activities.
But certain range of vision which is opposite to renaissance and advaita is seen in his
thoughts and works. The advaita doctrine which considers everything as equal that is
the birds, animals and the human beings considered as a single one, and also in it there
is no disparity between female body and male body, also it never tells that one body is
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pure and another is impure. Each and everything functions with oneness. Advaita means
not dual but only single one. So when Guru compared male human body as an object
of salvation or liberation and female body as an impure one, it indicates the duality that
is dvaita and male chauvinism. Both these symbols can be seen in Guru's work and in
his philosophy. The male doctrine which Shankara had created is blindly followed by
Guru. Guru's female body criticism is something similar to the criticism of Sankara.
Even though the criticism is meant for creating the affinity or disgust it is against the
advaita philosophy and the history. But it is not possible to avoid the philosophy of
Guru even though there have been many draw backs in his practices. The female
criticism of Guru is considered as a flop which had happened to many other seers.
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