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Social Reform, Law,
Gendered Identity among an Oppressed Caste,

the Ezhavas in Travancore'

MEERA VELAYUDHAN?
Policy Analyst(RUSLG), CDS, Thiruvananthapuram

Introduction

Research and feminist scholarship have noted the
impact of colonization, changes in land relations, the
commercialization of the economy and the growth and
spread of formal education as having provided the basis
for the growth of public politics and the emergence of ideas
on the distribution of wealth and power in Kerala. These
developments prepared the ground for significant changes
in the lives of women from the 1880s to the 1950s.?

While growing ideas of justice and fairness in society
that the social reform movements among varied commu-
nities did inform the changes in inheritance laws, it was a
complex process and “contradictions emerged in the social
process.” A study of the upper caste Nair matrilineal tar-
awad points to the historical re-ordering of power relations
within the tarawad as underlying the changes in kinship
and its role in the creation of new identities for women and
men and for Nairs as a caste in the 20 century.® The social
reform movement among the low caste Ezhavas suggest
not only a contest between different traditions within the
movement but also the development of several spheres of
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autonomous activity by women. These informed women’s
social roles.® However, discourse within Ezhava social
reform on matriliny, inheritance, form of marriage and the
campaign for a law of succession and marriage for Ezhavas
was predicated on a distinct construction of gender.

Context

Spices from Kerala attracted European trading
companies to India’s coasts and the growing cultivation of
cash crops for the world market had far reaching impact
on Kerala’s social structure. In Travancore, this process
accelerated in the 20™ century with the opening of capi-
talist plantations in the hill regions and the reclamation
of backwater areas along the coast for commercial paddy
cultivation. By 1921, less than half the cropped area of
Travancore was under cash-crop cultivation. Caste, which
formed the structural basis of society and defined the na-
ture of Travancore’s ‘feudalism’, was still largely intact.
Excluding the Brahmins who, despite their pre-eminent
ritual and economic status constituted only a tiny minority,
there were broadly four major castes or groups of castes who
inhabited very different symbolic-cultural-ritual worlds
and commanded vastly different economic and political
resources. At the top of the hierarchy stood the Nairs, the
traditional military-aristocratic and ruling caste of Tra-
vancore and the most important land owning caste. Those
who were not land owners held ‘superior’ tenancies from
Brahmins, the state (including the state-owned temples)
and/or from other wealthier Nairs and generally cultivated
these with the help of Syrian Christian or Ezhava tenants
or sub-tenants and untouchable landless laborers.”

The Ezhavas following diversified occupations took
advantage of the new opportunities that arose under the
impact of colonization, changes in land relations, commer-
cialization and the rise of an educated middle class. Many
small scale entrepreneurs and traders emerged among
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them. A small section acquired ‘superior’ tenancy rights
and landed property. An English educated middle class
arose as also a large working class.® Undoubtedly the most
widespread mass movement that Travancore witnessed, the
social reform movement among the Ezhavas, arose in the
context of the emergence of new social classes from among
non-dominant castes and communities in Travancore

A new social and cultural discourse signified the
changing environment as evident from the Sree Narayana
Dharma Pariplana Yogam’s (SNDP Yogam) campaign for
a law of succession and marriage among the Ezhavas and
the Report of the Ezhava Law Committee, 1919 prepared
for the Sree Mulam Popular Assembly of Travancore. While
scholarship is limited, a pioneering study indicates that the
Ezhavas, ranked below the Nairs as a polluting caste were
traditionally and mainly share cropping tenants working
in the gardens or rice fields owned by Nairs or Nambudiris.
Having localized matrilineage, the members of the prop-
erty group owned the hereditary right of tenure of plots
of land and were attached to a Nair land owning family.
In the latter half of the 19* century, Ezhava matrilineal
tarawads began to lose their hereditary rights to fields
owing to the development of extensive cash crop farming
and general absorption into the market economy. Many
Ezhavas became short term share croppers holding plots
as individuals while a considerable number lost all rights
of tenure and turned to wage labor. Some moved into trade
or became landlords in their own right.?

In Travancore, a significant section of the Ezhavas
followed the marumakkathayam system, a section followed
the makathayam or patrilineal system of succession and
inheritance while a third section followed a mixed system
or misradayam where a separate or self acquired property
of a man dying intestate was shared between his children
and his tarawad.'’ A High Court statement noted that in
south Travancore,
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Ezhavas had no settled practices and “tended to adopt
from time to time what appear to them best and follow
spasmodically some of the customs prevalent among the
dominant caste in their immediate vicinity”.!' The Ezhava
Law Committee held that where Ezhavas in Travancore
following marumakkathayam had shifted to makathayam,
there was a decline in family disputes and litigation. The
shift suggested the impact of not only the neighboring
makathayam areas but also of socio-religious organiza-
tions, according to the Ezhava Law Committee.

The Ezhava social reform movement sought to unite
all sections of their caste through a common law of inher-
itance. To forge a community identity, the founder of the
movement, Sree Narayana Guru, in a message to SNDP
in 1909, stated: “Where marumakkathayam system is
followed in the community, legal provision should be made
to give wedded wife and children the right to a portion of
the man’s individual earnings.

Otherwise, marriage would be meaningless. Neces-
sary steps in this direction should be taken after careful
consideration.”’? The Ezhava Law Committee decided to
exclude the sections following makkathayam from the
ambit of the proposed legislation owing to opposition from
that section. A common law covering those who followed
marumakkathayam, misradayam and makkathayam was
considered to be too radical a step at that moment.'3

For Common Identity and Dignity

As low castes struggling to assert their identity and
dignity, the Ezhava social reform movement’s campaigns
were directed not only towards enhancing the educational
and occupational status of the Ezhavas, but also at freeing
them from social shackles or customs, many of which were
considered as imitations from the upper castes. This had
an important bearing on women and in informing gender
identity in the community. From its inception, the SNDP
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Yogam called for ending the elaborate and expensive
customs including talikettu kalyanam (pre-puberty rite),
tirundukuli (ceremonial bath after first menstruation),
pulikudi (pregnancy related rite) and also called for a new
code of marriage. As early as in 1904, Kumaran Asan, com-
munity leader and poet, noted: “The interest that has been
generated among our people on the question of reforms in
customs. The Yogam activist have two main objectives: one
is to eliminate, to the extent possible, the impediments to
the progress of the community caused by the enormous
expenses and other difficulties that are incurred in order
to maintain several meaningless customs and practices:
secondly, to protect the dignity of the community which
gets eroded and became an object of ridicule. It has been
the esteemed opinion of our respected Guru Swami that the
practice of kettukalyanam is unnecessary and an unworthy
practice’. This practice cannot be found in Hindu scriptures
or religious practice. Marriage by nature occupies an im-
portant place in human life and among Hindu customs it
has a prominent place. If we are a community with real
self respect and pride, we feel sorry that we have not so far
felt ashamed of reducing an event of such importance to
mere child’s play celebrated with much pomp and show.”**
Years later, the Ezhava Law Committee also echoed these
views, stating “Talikettu kalyanam was an expensive affair
for most Ezhavas and had led to tensions and litigation
within Ezhava tarawads as the ceremony was considered
a tarawad necessity, justifying alienation of property for
meeting its expenses.”s

The new ideal: Form of marriage

The Ezhavas in Travancore appeared to follow two
forms of marriage: the customary mundukoda / pudavako-
da as well as vivaham, the new form introduced by Sree
Narayana Guru. The customary marriage or sambandham
as practiced by Ezhavas, according to the Ezhava Law
Committee, “was not based on Hindu laws such as the
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Smritis to which Ezhavas owe no allegiance. The unilateral
declaration or act of one of the parties which is neither
communicated nor assented to by the other, was considered
insufficient for dissolution of sambandham. For the children
of the sambandham, the sense of paternity in husbands is
quite as developed as in the case of makkathayam (patrilin-
eal) communities.”® Elaborating its ideal of a patriarchal,
monogamous marriage, the Committee held, “The Ezhavas
maintain a high standard of conjugal fidelity and that they
are keenly alive to the sacredness of the marital tie are
clear alike from the undivided opinion of the community
in favour of a law enjoining strict monogamy in future and
from the rarity of instances of divorce. In the generality of
cases, the Ezhava wife lives with her husband and under
his protection.”’

Vivaham or the new form of marriage, propagated by
Sree Narayana Guru through the SNDP’s reform commit-
tees, involved a simple ceremony to be held in a temple or
open courtyard (in the presence of priests and elders), the
handing over of the bride by her father/paternal authority
and the tying of the manglyasoothram (the bridal string)
around the neck of the bride by the groom. These acts
were accompanied by chanting of manthram.'® The Law
Committee noted that though this new form of marriage
was spreading, the old forms too need to be recognized so
as to “avoid bastardizing a large per cent of the present
Ezhava population.” Opposing compulsory registration
of marriage on the ground that it would go against the
sentiments of the community, the Committee suggested
legalizing marriage between sub-divisions and within
members of the community in Travancore and outside.®
Among the propertied sections of the Ezhavas, marriages
between members of the community from different regions
were becoming a possibility. Thus, “it was possible for an
Ezhava born near Shoranur in south Malabar to become
manager of a cash crop trading company in Alleppey and
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marry a woman from a household based at Quilon, which
in turn prospered by ferrying coconut husks and coir yarn
from central Travancore to Alleppey.”? With the Ezhavas
moving into several niches in the economy being created
by commercialization and growth of industries, interaction
among sub-sections of the Ezhava caste also increased.

The Ezhava Law Committee moved in a more emphatic
manner to elaborate its ideal of a patriarchal family norm,
terming it ‘natural’ and ‘conforming to the line and tenden-
cy of civilization’, interpreting both Brahmanical precepts,
including Manu, as well as liberal ideas of Bentham and
Mill for this purpose. Opposing both polygamy and poly-
andry which prevailed among sections of the Ezhavas, as
barriers to “moral development and tranquility of domestic
life”, the Committee stressed that monogamy favored, “both
cultivation of self-restraint and the elimination of female
jealousy, a fruitful source of breach of domestic peace. Says
the popular Malayalam poet of old, Kunjan Nambiar, a
keen observer of social life: “the wretch who takes himself
two wives never tastes the blessing of comfort....”?

Varied Customary Practices

Faced with increasing internal tensions and litiga-
tions for divorce within its matrilineal property groups
in Travancore, the Committee was forced to investigate
customary practices that prevailed within the community.
Customs concerning divorce varied.

Judicial decisions on the question of the conditions
of divorce too were conflicting. An account of a customary
practice of divorce among Ezhavas revealed that if either
party wanted a divorce, relatives and village elders were
informed. If a compromise was not effected, the husband
had to pay the wife azhivu or a compensation for damage
to her youthfulness and health, chilavu or cost of marriage
and ozhivu pudava or ‘release’ of cloth which the husband
had presented to his wife and this would signify the end
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of the relationship. Another form of divorce was effected
through mutual consent, through the “wish of the husband
supported by the decisions of the caste assembly and the
wife receiving a share of the husband’s property or 101
fanam or a deed for 101 fanam by the husband.”*

Shifting the site of decision making to the state, the
Ezhava Law Committee suggested that instead of the caste
assembly which interpreted the conditions of divorce in
varied ways, the District Munisif’s Court should effect
divorce as in the case of the Travancore Nair Regulation
Act. However, in contrast to the Nair Regulation which
provided for payment of compensation by the husband
alone, the Ezhava Law Committee held that a majority of
the witnesses questioned on the point (the men, mainly)
were for making the wife also liable to pay compensation
and therefore, compensation should be paid by the party
seeking divorce, i.e. either husband or wife. Here, it may
be noted that over 94 per cent of the petitioners seeking
divorce were women.?

The focus of the legislation concerned self-acquired
property and the Committee stressed again and again that
it did not wish to alter the rules of matrilineal succession
in tarawad property. Here too it had to reckon with varied
customs prevailing among the Ezhavas in Travancore.
Some had been recognized through judicial decisions.
One custom, Valsaravakasam, meant the enjoyment of
the whole of the self-acquisition of a person by 22 Report
of the Ezhava Law Committee, 1919, appendix. His wife
and children for a year before a division was made. An-
other custom, Cherunettam or Cheruthettum provided for
an additional share in the acquisition to be given for the
marriage and ceremonies for minor children.

Judicial decisions concerning the origin of these
customs varied and the debate centered around the rec-
ognition or not of a woman’s contribution and entitlements
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to self-acquired property. The Saddar Court held that the
wife’s right to one half of the husband’s self-acquisition
originated from the contribution of her labor. It held, “In
the enterprising community of Ezhavas, the wife generally
helps the husband in his business, whether industry or
trade.” In a case, the Saddar Court, referring to the origin
of the custom, ruled: “The reason is that among the Ezha-
vas, when a member of a tarawad makes a self-acquisition,
his wife contributes partly to the same by her labor and
the wife being non member of the tarawad, her progeny is
entitled to the benefit of that labor to the extent thereof,
that is, to a moiety and the rule, therefore, is that half
the self acquisition goes to her heirs who are not heirs of
the husband. The children received share of father’s self
acquisition not as his heirs but as heirs of their mother
who was a co-owner with the father owing to the labor she
put into the self- acquisition.”**

The High Court questioned the Saddar Court’s in-
terpretation of the custom based on the theory of joint
labor, stating that it was not certain whether joint labor or
‘natural affection’ formed the basis of the custom. Later, the
High Court rejected the theory of joint labor and entitled
the children to one half of the self-acquisition, irrespective
of whether the self-acquisition was made before or after
the marriage of their mother. The Ezhava Law Committee
viewed the High Court’s rejection of the theory of joint labor
as striking a blow to the very foundations of misradayam
or mixed system of inheritance.

The High Court’s decision had, for a time, led to the
demand among sections of Ezhavas, for a law vesting
the title in the son. The High Court emphasized that the
legal rights of the children arose from the relationship
with the father. The Law Committee held that there was
a growing tendency among the Ezhavas following maru-
makkathayam to give the self-acquisition to the wife and
children, although customary practice denied them such
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rights. The Ezhava reform movement through the SNDP
Yogam and over 60 other Ezhava organizations upheld the
right of wife and children to self-acquisition. Among those
who supported the High Court’s version were Karnavars
of wealthy Ezhava tarawads. The leaders included SNDP
founder, Sree Narayana Guru, Dr. Palpu, Madhavan
Vaidyan, Kunjushankaran Vaidyan, Kochukunju Channar,
a wealthy karnavar and other influential Ezhavas such as
Narayana Panikkar and Aiyappan Raman.

However, smaller sections of Ezhavas opposed this for
they felt that such right of devolution of self-acquisition to
the wife and children combined with individual division
of property would destroy marumakkathayam households
and the development of makkathayam would go against
minors and women in the community. Among this section
were C.0. Madhavan, Komathu Kunju Panikkar, C.V.
Kunjuraman, B. Parameshwaran and Shankara Panikkar.

In the Committee’s view, the conjugal union was held
in the community as sacred and inviolate ...and the sense
of paternity was deeply ingrained. The wife generally lived
with the husband in his house along with the children. The
father acted as guardian of his children and educated them.
He lived and worked for his wife and children and the lat-
ter, whether they contributed or not to his self-acquisition,
were in general made to expect the fruits of his labor. When
he died, his children observed pollution and performed his
funeral obsequies and sradha. Thus came into existence
a species of property derived from the father on which the
father’s tarawad had no right and this contributed not a
little to stimulate enterprise for which the community is
well known.?

Emphasizing that its goal was to move towards mak-
kathayam or patriliny which it considered to be a ‘natural
course’ since the Ezhavas, it felt, had “developed a high
sense of duty, paternal and filial which followed from
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natural consequence of the condition.” However, the Law
Committee stressed that the proposed legislation concerned
only the “self acquired and separate property of an Ezhava
male left undisposed of at his death” and would apply to
those self-acquisitions made after the enactment of the law.
As the majority of the Ezhavas were laborers, the number
of tarawads with over one acre of land were estimated to
be not more than 5,000 by the Ezhava Law Committee.
However, self- acquisitions were many. Increasing employ-
ment opportunities had an impact on the Ezhava joint
households following the marumakkathayam system. The
early recognition given to entitlements in self-acquisition
may also have been due to the disinclination of the earning
members of the tarawad to share the fruits of their labor.
The need for separate residence and management could
be another such reason. While the Ezhava Law Committee
supported the idea of individual partition on the ground
that individual ownership would be an incentive to expand
more capital and labor on land and could lead to improved
methods of cultivation and improve the productivity of
the soil, it advocated caution. The Committee feared that
making a law on individual partition might expose the
landed property of an agricultural community to the risk
of outright alienation.

Conclusion

The discourse around the Ezhava Law Committee’s
attempts to enact laws of inheritance, succession and
form of marriage suggest both an attempt to build a
community identity, its ‘reputation’ and ‘status’ as well
as the subordination of women by controlling relations,
including property relations, between the sexes within the
emerging unit of the ‘family.’ The concerted efforts of the
Ezhava social reform movement led by SNDP Yogam to end
matrilineal practices is also evident from writings, newspa-
per reports and reports of women’s meetings.?® While the
dialogue around the law involved representatives of Ezhava
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organizations, religious leaders, educated middle class
and government employees, Ezhava women were ignored.
Women were viewed as subjects generally incapable of
expressing informed or competent opinions. This is evident
from the Ezhava Law Committee’s directive to tehsildars
to select witnesses for examination including “a few lady
witnesses also, provided they are deemed competent to give
evidence”. Among 863 witnesses, only 10 were women. The
Committee itself admitted that where women were con-
sulted, they gave informed views. “ In Kayamkulam centre
alone, four ladies were examined. All the lady witnesses
gave ready and intelligent answers to the questions put to
them. They seem to have taken pains to study the questions
framed by the Committee and besought on them. We may
here record our appreciation of the interest, mostly well
informed, evinced by the ladies who subjected themselves
to viva voce examination as well as by others who sent
written answers,” the Committee stated. While the law
was not the sole site of construction of a gendered identity
for Ezhava women, it nevertheless provided the contours
within which varied contests emerged within the Ezhava
social reform movement in Travancore.
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The Protests in Delhi

and the Nationalist Paradigm
Jenny Rowena

On a broken tar road in a rather remote area in Kera-
la (where I am right now), someone has scribbled this with
white chalk:

Sister, For You, Bad New Year
(Sahodari, ninakkuvendi, bad New Year)

This statement is addressed to the girl who passed
away recently after being brutally raped in a bus in
Delhi. It clearly reproduces the language of the regional
newspapers, which is bursting with the news of the Delhi
protests and which repeatedly addresses the Delhi girl as
the ‘daughter’ and ‘sister’ of the nation. However, in spite
of the way it has made its presence felt even in distant
places, one cannot help seeing that these protests are
very superficial or cosmetic in nature. They do not really
engage with the urgent issues concerning a majority of
women and might have no real impact on their lives.!!

That we are able to produce a national debate on rape
without involving those who are most affected by it —the
Dalit, Adivasi and other minority women—and by focusing
on those who have the greatest protection against it, is
indeed a moment of failure for all. From this sleepy village
in Kerala, which is strangely affected by what is happen-
ing in distant Delhi, I feel there is an urgent need to think
more about this failure.
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For this, we need to explore the power and hegemony
of the nationalist paradigm, which is clearly at work in
these Delhi protests. It is by situating themselves within
it that the Brahminical upper caste groups are able to
take on a universal self and mobilize themselves in the
name of the nation, so as to reinstate their caste Hindu
domination. We need to recognize similar nationalistic
trends in other contemporary campaigns like the Anna
Hazare movement, the anti-Mandal protests, etc.; think
more about how mainstream gender debates work in con-
nivance with them; and explore the historical roots of such
contemporary formations in Indian nationalism itself.

The Caste Hindu Nation

What is most striking (from here) is the way the
protesting groups (in spite of their varied stands on rape,
rape laws, feminism and other political issues) are able
to successfully portray themselves as a national collective
with the full support of the print and visual media. The
raped girl is also portrayed as an archetypal female victim,
who cannot be reduced to any caste or community. All tags
of identity are denied to her except that of the national.
Though she belonged to an OBC (Kurmi) community
—a fact that might have influenced her brutal end—this
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remained hidden till the day she died. Unidentified, she
became the ‘daughter’ and ‘sister’ of the nation (and not of
any specific community, region or caste). It is no wonder
then that this evoked a nationwide response, triggering off
similar protests all over the country.

As Madhuri Xalxo recently observed, similar protests
against equally brutal violence and injustice “fails to
generate a national protest or even a sustained conver-
sation.”™ The resistances in Kashmir and Manipur (that
also spoke against the brutal gang rape of women by the
army), the large scale protests against the Batla House
firing (that involved the killing of students in Delhi),
the Dalit women’s recent and powerful struggle against
systematic rape by upper caste men in Haryana, (that
resulted in the Dalit Mahila Garima Yatra) —none of these
resistances and campaigns were able to enter and inhabit
the category of the national.”

To think more about this, let us first examine similar
upper caste campaigns.

Recent Upper Caste Formations and their Nationalistic Structure

The Delhi protests are not the first of its kind. In
recent times, we have witnessed similar phenomena in
the second anti-Mandal protests and the Anna Hazare
movement. The public, national mourning against the
26/11 attacks in Bombay and the Pink Chaddi campaign
were also closely similar to the above campaigns. Though
extremely different in their scope and in the issues that
they took up, all of these campaigns brought out an other-
wise ‘apolitical’ upper caste community and its youth onto
the streets, in the energetic defence of their rights and
privileges. All of them evoked national categories, without
any reference to particular or specific identities and called
upon the entire nation for retribution and justice. All of
them were also actively supported by the print and visual
media in a most partial manner, which represented them
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as the voice of the nation, quickly propelling them into na-
tional significance. Not surprisingly, all these movements
were able to escape the confines of a particular region or
location, and spread across the nation."

All these campaigns worked by evoking images of a
homogeneous national selfin danger (female or otherwise),
threatened by violent aberrations that were always imag-
ined as situated outside their given (upper caste) locations.
In the anti-Mandal protests, the nation was imagined as
a space of equality and merit, which was threatened by
the divisive demands of the OBC community. In the Anna
Hazare movement, corrupt politicians became the dark
Asuras (we all know who exactly they are) that threatened
the purity of the white-saree-clad Mother India.* The
26/11 mourning was directed at the perennial villain of
the nation —the so called fundamentalist Muslim. In the
case of the Pink Chaddi campaign and the Delhi protests,
the threat was from hooligans (of the Sree Ram Sene)
and aberrant rapists prowling the public spaces that the
upper caste, urban woman wanted to venture into, with
full confidence. v

It must be remembered that the imagining of such a
threatened national self has been at the root of both Hin-
dutva and nationalist politics in this country. However,
before we move on to look at the historical roots of such a
process, so as to assess its political implications, it would
be important to explore how mainstream gender discours-
es work in connivance with the dominant national.

Gender as a tool of nationalist mobilization

Caste Hindu formations have always used gender
and women as a mobilizing tool in this country. Both the
Hindu and nationalist mobilizations imagined the nation
as a pure (Caste Hindu) woman, who had to be protected
and procured from the marauding male hands of the Brit-
ish and the Muslims. Feminist discourses have critiqued
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such a patriarchal appropriation of women. Yet through
their inability to produce a critique of Caste Hinduism
and through their singular focus on the Hindu, upper
caste woman, they also have ended up reiterating the
nationalist woman in all their discourses.

Take a look at the following critique of the feminist
movement put forward by Flavia Agnes:

The leaders of this autonomous movement remained
predominantly urban and upper class Hindu.... In order
to propagate the new ideology of the strong and assertive
woman, the movement adopted a populist approach and
relied upon mythical symbols of Shakti and Kali to convey
the newly constructed feminist ideology....In order to es-
tablish its Indianness it relied on Hindu iconography and
Sanskrit idioms denoting woman power. il

Similarly, Indian feminism always worked alongside
Caste Hindu forces in the public realm. For instance, in
the feminist struggle against dowry death, the fact that
they never questioned the caste system gained them the
support of upper caste male crowds associated with Hindu
groups.

Here is how Radha Kumar talks about this in her
rather candid study of the Indian Women’s movement:

Interestingly, feminists were joined by local residents
from their first demonstration, and within some months
of the campaign groups of residents and professionals also
began, independently, to make similar protests. Though
this temporarily boosted the morale of the feminists,
visions of a snowballing movement were first disturbed
by the discovery that many of these other groups came
from the right-wing Hindu chauvinist stream of the social
reform movement."

As many mainstream feminists (Uma Chakraborthy,
Susie Tharu and Tejaswini Niranjana) have recognized, we
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also saw the use and circulation of the feminist discourse
in the anti-Mandal protests and in the Hindu call for a
Uniform Civil Code following the Shah Bano judgement.

Both in the Pink Chaddi campaign and in the
anti-rape protests we see similar trends repeating. Here
too we see the construction, promotion and circulation of
a homogenous category of woman. Here too the gender
debate is always about an unnamed, unlocated patriarchy.
Thus it never leads to a critique of the upper caste com-
munity and the violence that it installs on ‘other’ women
and on upper caste women. More importantly, it always
centres on an outside force, the ‘other’ men that the upper
caste woman encounters in the public realm and whom
she has to be constantly protected from. All of this leaves
it open for the hegemonic national, and various upper
castes groups with clear casteist politics are able to join
in and be part of it. In turn, the gender discourse, which
has gained a kind of political legitimacy in India (and the
world over)helps invigorate such nationalist formations.

Before thinking more of these formations, it would be
important to trace their historical roots to early national-
ist discourses.

Historical roots of contemporary upper caste formations

Most mainstream understanding of Indian national-
ism think of it as a postcolonial phenomenon, where in
a suppressed colony asserted itself against an oppressive
empire. In spite of this, they argue, nationalism was often
accessible only to the upper castes. So it excluded the
lower castes and minorities, who fell outside its ambit and
thereby of Indian modernity itself.

However, one sees a different way of thinking about
nationalism in the writings and speeches of many dalit and
bahujan leaders like Phule, Periyar and Ambedkar; later
theorists like G. Aloysius, Braj Ranjan Mani; and writers
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like K.K. Kochu and J.Raghu in Kerala. All of them seem
to think of nationalism as a strategic organizing principle
of the upper castes, which allowed them to successfully
consolidate themselves against the onslaught of the
anti-caste identities of various lower caste and dalit groups
in India. With it, the brahminical upper castes, who had
made use of colonialism to consolidate their cultural pow-
er, came forward to demand a transfer of power towards
their own benefit.

In other words, it was not that the brahminical class
had better access to nationalism and modern categories,
which resulted in the exclusion of all ‘others’. Instead the
argument that can be built from the available pool of dal-
it-bahujan thinking is this: the brahminical upper caste
reimagined themselves through national categories, put
forward a nationalistic politics and countered the lower
caste mobilizations that invoked particular caste catego-
ries and locations, with a more universal and all pervading
nationalist identity. With this they took over the nation
and its various dominant categories like secularism, mer-
it, progress and modernity, and gained almost absolute
control over its numerous institutions—from academics to
administration; to art and popular culture.

Given this, the nationalist paradigm is central to up-
per caste mobilization and politics even today. With this,
the upper castes launch their political selves, in the name
of the nation (with the full support of its intellectuals and
media) totally delegitimizing, eclipsing and marginaliz-
ing all other contemporary, dalit, lower caste, tribal and
minority/muslim, political mobilizations. Be it the an-
ti-Mandal protests, the Pink Chaddi campaign, the 26/11
mourning or the current protests in Delhi, all of these
enter and inhabit the ‘national’ for a similar purpose.

Just as nationalism once did, today such upper caste
mobilizations allow various upper caste groups (ranging
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from the rabidly hindu to the radical left) to come together
(in spite of their many differences) so as to generate a
vocabulary of protest and resistance, usurped from con-
temporary subaltern politics, in order to destroy them,
silence them, speak in their names, or do some such act of
containment or management. For instance, the anti-rape
discourse of the upper caste Delhi protesters, even as it
borrows from the recent Dalit women’s resistances against
the systematic gang rapes in Haryana, also works to total-
ly exclude them and attempts to silence this movement
with its display of ‘national’ power.

Given all this, it is extremely important that we think
more about the nationalist paradigm within which such
campaigns and protests are being staged. It is not enough
that we condemn them for their exclusionary, upper caste
nature. We need to see that we are actually witnessing the
consolidation of an upper caste political class, which is us-
ing such cosmetic protests to create a nationalist political
platform and network.

Orchestrated and aided by nationalist political
groups and formations, with the active participation of
extremely violent and casteist organizations like BJP, and
similar formations like Aam Aadmi party (all of which do
not seem to ring any warning bells for the many feminists
and other upper caste intellectuals speaking in support
of it), supported by radical-left student bodies like AISA
and DSU, and various mainstream journalists and intel-
lectuals, this is nothing but one of the important methods
the upper castes have always used to imagine themselves
through the nationalist paradigm. It is this which will
work to establish them as the most valid, visible, political
subjects of the Indian nation and allow them to carry on
with their dominance over it.

We have to recognize that this is a hundred times
more horrifying and violent than the brutal rape that the
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Delhi protestors are agitating against; and that this is at
the root of most social injustices, including that of gender
violence, in this nation that is not ours.

Notes:

i)  As Anu Ramdas writes in a recent article: “No, we are not going
to say why no outrage for the rape and murder of the 8 year old
dalit girl in Bihar, and why no outcry for the series of horrifying
gang rapes on dalit women by upper caste men in Haryana. Dalit
and adivasi girls and women are raped, gang raped, mutilated
and murdered all over the country by upper caste men, dominant
caste men, men in uniform, and some of them, like women in all
communities across castes and classes are raped by their own
husbands and other relatives. Rape is not used just as an instru-
ment of violence; it is used to perpetually define both the gender
and caste vulnerability of dalit and adivasi women. You see, our
battle appears to be different one”.

ii) For a detailed study critique of the large scale feminist mobilizations
against the rape of an adivasi woman in police custody, which
neither resulted in justice for the woman or made any significant
change in the systematic rape that dalit and adivasi women have
been encountering for centuries, please see J Indira’s Mphil the-
sis - J. Indira, ‘Study of Sexual Violence: A Case of Rape against
Dalit Women.” M.Phil. dissertation, University of Hyderabad,
1997.

iii) Delhi Protests and the Caste Hindu Paradigm: Of Sacred and
Paraded Bodies. Madhuri Xalxo, SAVARI.

iv)  On the contrary, being attached to a particular identity and
trying to build a politics out of this, actually guarantees a cer-
tain friction with the dominant, national self. This leads to your
politics either being branded antinational or you are slotted into
a particular niche where you are allowed a controlled display
of your particular identity, which never acquires the power and
force of the dominant national.

v)  Critiques of Janlokpal Bill and Anna Hazare protests on Round
Table India.

vi) In fact, the dangerous battle cry for death penalty for rapists,
which inspires the Delhi protests, is the normal/violent nation-
alist response to this sense of threat. Behind its articulation
is nothing but the need to punish the violent ‘others’ that are
threatening the legitimate safety and security of the powerful,
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uppercaste, national self. Mainstream women’s groups are only
worried that such a move will make conviction of rape victims
difficult. However, just as in the Anna Hazare campaign—when
we were all afraid that Dalits, Adivasis, OBCs and Minorities/
Muslims will be the ones who will get punished with the com-
ing of the Lokpal Bill — we are now afraid that it is men from
these communities, who will eventually be hanged or chemically
castrated.

Women’s Movement within a Secular Framework Redefining the
Agenda, Flavia Agnes, Economic and Political Weekly May 7,
1994

viii) The History of Doing; An Illustrated Account of Movements for

Women’s Rights and Feminism in India, 1800-1990 by Radha
Kumar Cartoon by Shankar, depicting Jawaharlal Nehru as an
old woman, without Gandhi cap on his head, draping the ‘Indian
Republic’ (or ‘Bharat Mata’) in a sari. This cartoon was published
in the Penguin Book of Indian Cartoons, 1988, by Abu Abraham.
It was originally published in Shankar’s Weekly in the 1950s.
Shared by Unnamati Syama Sundar.
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O IBRIMOAFABIM]M0 &HS1HUd GAIGAMI GAUMNBEWI ag)MOGY1@3
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A JBaUHDIGBHS Vo ogloeag@smgo @mcﬁ@ﬂ«ﬂgﬂgg HOMNEBHUIA alO
meEBRg108 Q1L @JOWIMo &»IemMadlel.
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A8BAUBHS” 6)21QIMA1HBATEENZI af)IND@o MTRA1RHHICHHNBDENE.
a)2100IBARB0 BEOEGA NI aBQ0jo WAMAIW ATMIWI@ GIVAIMo &l
SOMEH OO @3 B(aJOICSICHHIUT DENBICHHENBDENE.
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(@JMVAITVDWHOD EIREBBBOS BINABON(20%) CHOSOMSAL
Y80S ERYEOIWIONINEI BT HHAIGBELINIWV] Bame1gmns. M@1m
HDOINOW BHI0EMo HANSTAMIM BHFlOMISIEL. BRYBYOOD AWM’
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BANABOQNMMBSB MVIRLYD aBQRMH Qo HRIVMo BF1HhU3 B:000WIE]
AR QO 6).21YMNDOE:IME” MAUBHS BRVAIGo SFOENOJMG) B3
&HOREMAOW] alOQAMN.

@R0Iuo el AR @GREINVIR {l¥HIMNSB @AMV LIG1AB3E
af)ON@o 0@"]@:26)5 @RAIGIWNINT. MVITN0 LIS QYHSCADGI
MR@EMAILOD ERAINOQAIW] G2IBTMIEM DD HICIMMNZD.
@REMINGHM HDIFNO"VMAIMOJo MSABMMND WG J0Ud NV 300 LEA
QIRIY1LINEM, MDD 621LINNE:0M Dd NAISMAINTGRIGMHHIUD
aB®6NE" ag)3” MAZIEGWIBoAUIG0. D MVIPOIAIW] alGANIBHM]
ejam @ﬂ@ag@osm” &SSMD3 NIWIHBAND® . BREAUIBAUM BRI
afloag quan@o @IRYAINYY,|SIQAME. M®” MYIBHHS ALIWo Mdey
@INIHHIVOD DAY M1BaHWAIEM

20MMNV106INJOMHF MYaldhn0® OflaHIBo BRUWdo &6
Mo Yleglenam’. r@1og 8@ aldlemI®an NI GRHOLEOMY
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SOOI HIENOAD. af)aNIGI HDAVENITWIa)” HI0INIW lOME3B
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9.21Q0@3 M1LI06NIIS:IM MANHEAD AlJAINOWIGINID 20T AVl
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GOVAIMo BRAIASE LIE1AROHRMMND D0 [0ABHQ GAleMo.

CHOBOM1HAF DD MVOMNEUEHINVIN0 210§ O3 ag’l&,g@s @1R)G0I
1 J0 BRSBHNIMSBS NIMBH:EBBUIMHIM o JO®IW] afld:aVla{lendnjam
@AM MG ]0ud Afl310BLIMVMIEM @RYGVIWJEDMIG CalBOWAOs]’
AMANILHSBAN MVIYPaOY LISHo. BRD CHOBOM M3 LIBLNIV®EM
af)aMImI, VYO lBOf], 6)@0@’](686)31@@ QITBRIMAMBIAHIN0
BROMHAFHBAUIMASS MVa02100, AUNEMIERIANWIBHBOS LIBY®,
alEyalenIM88 VAW af)aANTEBBHM 2Q VOGO LISHEBRGo Q!
HBOS BRYBOINIHOM MVAWAIWT MIBQY2 e8ISO’ ERYAIND M
@1 QIBANAIWIM BRYERINIHOD RTaflmYMMILINNEOT]GIZQo
NIE®RIW GRERLIOMo, AleMIBo, YR ) M@IEIZW0 @S]
MOOMOD TG AMAN]LINEBE: )M (309)(0@(’(8’]6)@ MuosnIaWlaf’
LA GUdAH(EJIWIM §ABBGIIEM,

GalaHeM OB 1HMRQo ERATDAIINOD]HMFWQo AOM BRSOV Ha I
BN0Jo BHNNQYo (JOWEEREHAGMY MEIMo MATB:HU]HHIMWMSS Vol
WOMEBBBENBICHNZDENE. AlaHIBEOIWO, DD 61D, HAVIAOHQYETV
oM alervodawad (somatization disorder) agyamlau 0@%@;@1@8 @wl
HROVD@IMIO AOMAVIBHIEEIN Yo MoeNINU]2] HGMDB alOMEBBSo
(@JAUBCMMEBBBo BRYAUW YA (JTVAIMVOEMNIMLAIW §alelai” alo]
2] olleIYI@BOmO)M®IeM. milenvolwad(Caesarean), a0lOIY0!
(Hysterectomy), Qiwy®9.2f8:10M10 @S68E1 TLIWIRMAIW] MSHBAM
OOWI1BHE3 NSO ISEIBHUIEN B(aJOIGSIBGHIUY HEHINZAUBH Qo @A
MRIBHUIMNONCWRIHBH QYo GAIEMo. AUTWIDIBBS 210N al0l
9qs YW8UBa0S 0f)gIo0IGesB0 D0q|0BHEMo. @REMIIBUMEAD
O BRIMONSHHID ogldaszgg @ROIHRIU0 20q] AGBOMEMo. eflowal
000 1B1A1D]H03 ERYEOIWIEIVAMADIWBHO (@JIali®BH” DS
220/19e1aM” 90a | UGBV HQo HHYNVJOVODLIBB0IBHH Dely
MWl @200 §eLlon]Ball3 RV MEI:Qe EAleMo.
200N VADEMAYUINQOSWSS af)Lld BRYEVIVY(JG1V&Eejo o]
BaHDIMBOS a 18IS OMAENBIGHENSDT) n@gﬁ@;g@sm‘;o QUnEtela )
9ald@0NQYABS BRYEVIW o 10TOHHRININDYR6M”
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MOMGLIAE NSEERIMIV]T BREAX1EHWIE aNIX1L1HV Qo BB
506" AIM1A1B8B3M©Y.
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an MG af)2lo0I8B:B0 NIPHWIRHEMNEAI006M”. @RAIGHS =10l
®aloy@1eel aflel GRARAIEBU EMIGBE:. “G:ammEBRUd B0S1ns]
#83aM afls” @pon qVEd ArlS1IEOHMWOMEE;ILj0 GSLIITYEG:UIEN]
SWI@3 aPEBROM MAHBIM® BRAIGHH 2G5 [lH68aN HIFWIGHIG]
Q18301003 HY1aI®o @@lﬂ%. @n0Id (ngﬁ:@1(33|cﬂ63 BGaldB:EMMEMWOo
20@o AfIBEDNOHIM” M1B100Is). af)Eslejo SUREBRSo BRI
OS @00 2SER1HVADAN HOAUBEIMNOADo AMMY’ AUIBBHBES
Qo QIBYEBRBESWQo 3alB2JEMaEHLN@MIMD o @1 shd ml
MIg88 EMAEBBG0 2 ILIG,JIYAMBIMIQSNE. BT HMOD HOW@I. AM
aWlem ealnoe GR@IGMIND aflslaflgall s aflngo 6mI3 aldlaloem
Hom@’l@eloe@“.”” omo¥lellao &gomilolm@mImoe DSYS3 MA@
O ERGAOW]HE1Oe! HYI0IEEBUD. 0801 921QIM oFO O®o¥lLjo
MO0 MVoLIBaHUBRST@3 MMV BN HSDHGo OOMOAIAE]
OMEBEBGo MBI BRLISINGHIMEITIS0. MBHBBINOJo—HMIFIEJo &G0
MIOME1BHUNJo MVADLNMNICHMEDME. £loMVAGIOM]L)HSWI
M@ MVOW IMICHNENBD. BIQIWHSWQo BGRINWQNSWYo HSAMHUI M1A
Qa012J0H0MZMOMM BF10JNVAWEBUS nNLIBATMAIGHIM (JVOEN]
2] ®EPDIOWIB 2IBI@o MYtflenomasm” aflaIGEmMRoNHGE MY
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@AM ¢S06eM1 ¢A01MVHZ EMINILJo 2Qo0 DLIVISO6E!
O] @B MVEHOTVIN” ) DD BRAMNAJaHYNIW NDABBE:VE!
OO &:01J06m" “DD MY ONAIBGNMe 21Q HHILIAD EHINVS
af)CRMIV B MSAOWILNWIGBAD. 2I0Vo MHWIOD @JTVONEI
®1Q1B99IMOVT aB$I0200Vo D@3 SO0 $03RIN0 PVWAOM]
Qla) ERAUCIAANNOIGZ MEIGHTPIW] H1SIN BT HAVAITVG:IEI
O26m” DD ANABEHMON]OM oGOl altho MSAN®:.”* &1
o103 BICOI *LISOBEjo MERMIW MSo HEENOMIM 08’1 ool
HBINO®HA BRSVWIBERBIWIEAUEMo D DOHMNLODHOSB HOEEM
o). 21011903 N1EIANB:MHOHS BRIV dIMGQ MUI
RlallmaNRooninealms]l 836a0MIalatojo @JONBBaM QIyOm]

MO IW] 08“] MafleS AUSBHQo 9.21Q)aM.

630G00 (18’1@1940 DD ) 21000HMTWIEMINIUD Yo. AIJAINOQHS M]
Q@eMERUIENISWejo 2lolmom1nag W™ MI1BNWBHIMESS 1y
AMIQOS @RAIGHIVNITMI® . TVITMo ABAICWAHIYHS AlMIEWIW
@11 QY1 MSEHAD MPMIaflqj0Ind@IeM” olAIBEMMo Gald
2I88 HMIPITI00NODD GHIGMENZD®. NABRMHILIHAGAMI QDI
LIOOEMI 6RRATEIO® @RYENINJBQJe @) Ofla I3 BEEIT
OM@Wo 18081 WIGIMDION” 2LIWI8OMHLl AlAIBEIHMOoWOD
&06MA3 HY1QYM®. ARG MoGalINLl aldBSHNSo HDMIYIEH
8006Mes1ejo af)dD;1ejo ®EM®IV] 6219003 HY1QYAD af) MO
m)”nglg L1168 BYaQIBo. MoWlaHIGMIND nLIVWISOmIERIHs0
@1015)0 MEAIW] AlAIBEHMEBBUE MSONIWV af)o.Hd:. VDA af)D
aMD® Galleel “c{g 210HHOB00M0 GREISIMMAUB]EHIND GEIDHOM]
0ag, ce;mg”lgo @&gWgW%om BHIMBDHSIGLIN, @MEM1Ha]cel
&3 &5193HNZC VBN ANAUBODH M@ 1W1G3 @RE1OATHBHE:I
o726 omq;gm)@". aBo®s1ejo O®IFILNG o 18:081WIHIMBB 0&3"]
QOS HMOM AYWaOTMINMY (@JD]H0eMEBBBIWV] MAIOHW GHIEMI
QJIM@IAM. &:FoNIAMIHE! MEADOMIW, @RYAIBAMMANEAVAIW,
MBMIWIT@EIVAIM oG lISEI 921QaM 62ReBHS1TMIaN” @00
90 ag® qYIoem” @YWaO1HHIOM® ? (BERYQAITVHOD @oLEld:
eoell elglaf MAEHI0a01TYHSlOLITDAN OfISENNIBOS @RYaYO
Bo (¥RU12)003 DD AMMILISHIM aMoWlHs3o.)
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emoslaj dlalmaje

alaIBEmMo §21QMN®” ogmooeace(moua aflaIOmHME)H 1WH
M@’ HAIQo BIaHINIYI 1DONE]; GAYIDRIHWIG MM’ LldhHIEIaH
Q1ERIERSS ERAIYLOM ODYLOMEBBUS HI@2E] BRD. @RYOVIW0o
BO®1BH0)o MVIYPaOTd0jo MVIMIAN]H0Jo AVICMNIATHOYNIW ag)Lld
@OINVIWIBG0 AGTHSENINDE:M ()& 1VWINMaN” AflaIBOmE:
@BHS BRMRAUBRUI HOS1W]HBND. aDLINOMANIUD &GN DI €O
a01690MISWIGN BB’ af)aM” aflewdatla lasam oM @R
QI @Ry ARELT1VEJG1 al0IvleHI8 UYATLBIN® MEBBOHMWI
e “0110’8@:6613@1@@ HLNDa 1D(@6BBUY ag)BaNISTeMeai], @osgogsl
afleia oud @rald aflgaimewIns 31d°eIeMao aflISIMEIH® Mo,
oo A BOW]. 2flRIGa 203 A IGHIW(@JEAINOMSOM] af) VLI
QIB HS1GWOL AEMIAOOMIW @AVEAI0. (DMOB:IOEMINSIa o, (DMO
$0010IN0 jo BRYYBRS]GRIGNIMEINBRAINMD, BRAIA MVEMIQ] | QI
H316J9S 2910101 QAINM alG1RIAH GRAITVECMN. a)BWAJo AM
MYo al@lveaseg aflg” GROIAENIq o @ORIVM:Qo, AfleNgo aldlav
osBRs1cRINR (zsﬂaﬂs)al;@oeangoom%. anLIOMI@3 ald18daH af)M1Bs”
3@ BROVIWAVOIWMIEM.”?” @ANMONOLI BB 2jdHs1@MIAD
HOCHNIMNBB FVaUWR0W] MM NEYEJG1V BRAERAN 2j0ImAME"
“ag60 ®o0mnwin® R10N@ORH} AIK1B:08 af)naD TVoeITW af)
SEOMIBo BALISOJo MVELTBEMOJo @RYOYHQo MINENIBAHEBUB a 0N
68383103 Mo @RM:Llo aldeflaf 2laflecsnnlnlo]e:@o REIWE afl
aMS"amIN@IG MIOAMIONGH A JOTDMHSIN. B SEa10® &]al®I
QTN BRAHOEBBBIEM” o) MHE3 HF0WDo af)HAM @RYUOIAVIal
2|@o. MAVEAINI WEHHY ‘900 9oela0” af)Me” R10N690Mss
9320 ald3aM.”* af)am’ GoHcamIQo “alysmielalomonlend
@A a)HS1 B3NN HOBHWOIMPOTW af)HAN QA HENZDD HHWIW]
@M. Q1S BININIMEBBUB O AMAVTLIMNIHH]W BROEMM
BRIV af)903 HROYINQo. ANAIBADMo BB BHINUJMVa IOy
el, GRHQYWHISOVIS Gal0005MmI6M" "2 af)am” GA. §af)01MYo ag)§
®O®” E@IMOLIEM. MaHUCODINS 9alQam AB@ MO0 anLl
@32V B@ B1AlyDaHWO®HA.

auiamo Afl_AIGUdaH] @012J01601 (JEWIWTTBHIMAITVOO &;151W
(@ﬂ aB60 Date SN MM 62202116 .21QoMIV] mudloe0ell caloams
MOOAUPIM &S] HOWNAYA]S. MYMI® MIILIRH UM, VDAT ag)o.Od:.
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af)an’1 2lAIBODH A M |0 TM” DBEIAOOEMMAIEN. BREDIVAWo
DaYP SN DD H®IFIGI 29 G20L116 BN o HBHIMZEaIIHIN U
1mmm<aoem“o®aﬂm@m&;@1@elao&zgo. all@eam@EImalyairung
&S @REW Y MVNEBUIGBSE103 MAMVAGHITNZMHAN M H®IFlellso
aflB0IVMIMOIV EHASOMIOEI QB0 &HeMEO]. “avdgocnd
Yot lHBOS GAMILINJo MAOMITNDAIW al0EBB0 af)M al30lWI
oM 2101@Om1ejsmIge allaidommamln sl aflgssemeslejo ogl
HUY ARYBYHILIYDEL! MD]IOHM WVEMAIW GBRYOR(JHINMAIBY
001 ®1066TMHSOM@IW] B:06MI0. BRAHUAGCEIIG:COIBBS &
glanmlengo Madoelld: mMIMELIG, 00aYlVAoNEOMES Mo
QIm mepMes alwogoe allademmo N 1xes M0 o Igens”
af)am AflAIBEMHHWIW V1. &mIMIQeSs MA1EB:HMo (@JWIMMIEM.
V@ IONM0 HBHGHLNHWBERo MSPMIBONT MYIQSS TVEPITLIS
Q2INGHUBABEAM alQEH@I®ALAUTVOQOS G213IERSVWAOHW
6qj0go Qflnl0le000Q ARYUWEEBRUS AllMIaWo 621N aflaiIdamm
BBU PeIYMoe3omonNemd mleeN@ Mlen@:ens.”. HM I
210)68B8U3H:S] %"laﬂm@m‘ﬁadoa@” @RAIGHS H®IYIBI DSTBIMN D@D
M0V ARV IGeNE”

al0lsjo @MEAMsjo MVNVODRIHHTW BIaH (JEIUTHBHIMAITY
Qo eIE1a|®1903 BRYaNIBo, AIBBHUIAB NQRIAH HAMNOMIM LIE]
HBON AVAQYMVIODAY) §0, BRMINRIW (@)W I010000(JB W, BRYUOW
nd@%@% GAIMEIQS838 MAMMOUYR0, BSAIG3 aJ3OBYIWIB:EMINUT,
@RD® (@)L HHO1HBEMINESE @RY@LIEINIMo, MVIMUDD BV IIUY
O®lo @SB alti®o Aflengo ArleNgo MM HMIFYILNGRISB®HAN OS
BBOM B(@JOEM MEIMAIVIEM . ERDHHINZMOIN 21O @3
mIan” IO GHH@IM AVIGIOD 1O Mleimleflm” GRryaI R
Do HOHENEOMATN. AAIEAEMINB MY @RAVEAIGBOa {168 alowW
aN®’ EMISBD: “TVIWOEM B ANFINWHS QIBHO MVIWIVEMAIW
GRII0, @RMRAIEEBUS. af)MIT3 ANAIBGHM@N T 62106 ISE®I
9S )90 GLlIdo OflKoLINIW]. BRI BN HIGHU3 QIBA
M. aBO®EI00 DOOVILIBS o JINHEERUI, (@JECAWEBBUI, BIaHIOOUDL(
BUD. BIBOI aJINH0Jo B3IEDI (@JNVa0MIW]. BRMIEIOS )] AMAYo
V12180 @eeEMIEEE].”H 8@ RIHVIMMIMD NOQIMNIGLIGS M0
QM 22021013 @@ AMVIABIMD OHIN6M AflAIGEM M UYHNEBBUI
@S@BANODANIEM . 2. V0EH0a 188, VD, aU].0.0In0d~ 188
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@sER1IVAIMES V2N U3 MolaHlELIHs ANlAIBTMMo 6.21Q) GaJo
20008 BRElEJOVHR|SM® * aB®IWILe ALIVISOMI@3 AN
ley GU@(QOM@;(BGUQI@:Q’I(GS S0, HAl®, BMINIT, MISHho DS
BE1QAIYINAI af) T HIBES BRAVAIIG@H @M’ AI8seH© a1
£106m” AfAUBOMHBOS HEMABHU. (JIVIWH@WOS &S] allaem
@1@3 AflAIBODMOoNOD M@V WIdho ogloe;ua O®I$1@3 92IQaM
M1 GR® @RO1NN19B® H¥1alOd®e @o1d:000 &S1WoeM:
82020 10eMWI® Jo @RLOAID ARG MEUAHIWG Delyals3ail (equal
status) GNSIa3 08’1@6)“ HF161010) af)aNBMN0. BHOSOMIOEI og’log(scmg
OO0 21CI@OHIG D@ CORINAIGEOMENZIE'. (EREDIVAWO,
IORL OV alSIHIO ) g 2JaHEMEBBUD, B:06 &ell, @PAINaNM DS
@RI BREM IaHIMANGILAICHNMNEDNIEM). n@’lu@mmmmoe;csgo
So @RAIYSS ANAUBEMMEBBEBIFo MAIB aJRIBAIN Mlelalogdhao
Q0IBEDMODOMFHSBAN Q2IMd:80 UORU12J0@ HAIB o JeIdODN
YlalaunEmIBINIe QlyEMAID:o. “081@;08 ) §MIWE®I @RAIGOI
S’ o®gem AMEININS BRAERINIABBAIAB ) DI VWEDI ERYW oY
68303 AMIMB MVEANICHUBOMINS QANAUBTDH MO IMIVW] HD V1T
SO. DO EMIM af)EANISGAAM o JRIGADAN MV IOBIHAF BINNAD
e mein@1dan alaIdem &I AV “0ELOMIVIWEMH Y

QNEBHUY BRD® NSV ABMRME".

HLIY0 HDUWELININIEM” AlAIBGEMMHDAND alEmQss M1BQ)al
MAEM”~. DM HLICWIS @RE1G a1 &¥10Jn880I06M” D H@IF]
e/16eIHs” HSMOAGAN®Y. MVIPaOTHAlGHIVMOT M’ QEAITd AU Y
alBAIGUIHIQYHSWo aNLIEJERIW ANIMIECWINL BRM{ANIGAIGHIB)
Mo6M”. @ﬂ—qmm@@m@zﬂm@ S0V OOHAIFHANIM@ MVIWYAI
ABAN®. MPaOOW]HF @RSTTVOINQYEMTQIWV] aIBlNEMISBIM s
G093 CLISMOW oJohds)oeaomg 0@ GO O@"]QG)S O®IFI@3al
©0810MHOM R0 5] MVoMVIRTHHIMIY. EloTVABGINIEM” AAVAH
aflRAIGUIHIYAS Da IGVINONI@ alds@1EGWIBo QIGAM (@ﬂm)ogao
DO alB:HIBS]HHINBS (JWIMAUS]. RO o, UTIYYITlaldRIMo,
08%)@ 2O@o BRUYW1MIeiam 29 YO UQYaH0c220L/H:08 @SR
QY JED §HalBlNeMMWo al3aflQo (’rgl @RBa01BsBMONE". 03’]@,
80SWo prene] oaow”lo,;oeago csuonsmos;ggo DalEWINHISOM] H®IPIDBal
08100 Qon@@mmw@@osﬂ@a@m@@go & GoMIMWEBBG0
®1EI88 TVo*LIGaUEBBUD B&0QG:WINMINID Yo.
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1.

man power af)M alBMI6M’ GRSOMEHILIANO MM AVAIMAIW]
9aICQIN 2B af)aMIGI AVIMIADTH: MVIPaSTE:AB:IVMEBYIM”
(‘gloejguaoﬂosmggg 2MaHy0IdRO®1H AgaId aleaIEUaH] DalewO
Ne9008 @S6E31WE U3 @R alBo BREJIVSMAIW].

002N 0II® LMV (seX) BBBEHq|00  MGado  @YMIMo  Halsplavo
MRDTEBAD (@JEDISHHSABHBo DONAAUIBTIOMEBBB0HHME" @OV
Q19q 15/ M1Gooe8aM allealalm@em” Mgeoem1ea] gerwmmiden
ONN@3 08’]@@5 HF10JHU3 @RLOAID @RWIIMo al®1WEMIBNIO®Gald
SIMOINSBB @JWIM &I0Mo. MVPaOON]E3 QYIPMEAINAIFAM AVIMI
O], MVIPa ], masg’l@ alEdWIM@ HUIEBBS (JWIM HIAEMOJo DD
eflowalzall (gender) moan. ado, I8, QloUdo, GBUYdL DSEHEIVWAIW
M@ 2] D alEIWIM@ U3 AI@IAPAEN BIEOI MNP0 (o BIGOI
®OOMI@3, ®1@aIMeEBglejec MVIRIQIOMIeje ammudl®wlejo @REN O
@omlejo MlelaldsSlejo Hal@noQoamlejo M@q(lejo aglepaeido M @
@ laneiloso.

‘The achievement of democracy presupposes the existence of genuine
partnership between men and women in the conduct of business of which
they work in equality and complementarity, drawing mutual enrichment
from their differences’ (Art. 4 Universal Declaration on Democracy, Cairo,
16 September, 1997).

World Declaration on Higher Education for the Twentyfirst Century, Vision
and Action. UNESCO, Paris, 1998, p. 9-12.

LENOEMIBRON LI DON 12l MDHWOW YRBARBG00g" @O @O
2Nlam@MI® Qe (Jean Jacquas Rousseae)@os Emilie(1962) agyam ajay
HOMIM DQaISIWIVWIEM” DD af)§@ YD af)IMIT HOBMoB1M2101
omleel (@ﬂm‘gos HSABHBOS (@JOWIM Yo Q@J«'S(mﬂ@shdo @G VEWIGM]
HLIBODIQREM” YRBARB(BI GO A2IMOWN” afleloelom” Hacellm]
QY 99MVELIID]HVIV @YD hq 1008 ( Ann Kaplan) o 1000@u01osmM06ME"
MG IOODIBO] 2] 2 10003UB1HB3EMINGo QJUBANMW00G100F Q10ORDHE103
A 1VBHOD]OM (@JNILIDWIEM” M1osIRMILIN®.

MANYMB BHICMaYAG1 W@ H®IF1LNead M3 alMo MVIMIOB]H0JR0W]
MNINLO RSO, TVLIMUOHBHISITVLOOMAYSS B L|MOW]HAY MBI 1]
Q@B algroS1WIG:d: af)MN@®IEM. H@IFIB3 B@ TVLIMICN 1 (@JAURDD)
MAEM. BR® VVIOTB1BH:ERI AIMAV]HEAI BRY:I0. BN Io OISO
BHCWI DalBBUd0 MEIHEVWI @YHlo. BIWIHAWQ EIVAIMERd @eflald
BRIOOMWBE GIVAIMERI @SB aB@®O0 TVIMIBN 1 (EJAURMMAOJo
@»do (Census of India, 2002) Female Labour Force Partici pation in Kerala
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: Problems and Prospects, p.4.

7. Quick Take: Women in the Labour Force in India. ( New York: Catalyst,
2015.) af)am o Ao EMISBH.

8. ealomIglolamugy’ GoGat 0 988 MSMIEM” EhHOSo. agloe)gos ERMAVoGY
52% @Ryem’. BHO8OHOM B0 TVIANI® Jal@laUBOD MSTNHIW A l0Mo (Y
GRLWMOEM. EHOBAIOMo, CGAI. . all. @REANMBM (ag)Wl.), CGHOB8UDI

MVIaO1® Yal@laH@Y, FaNJo al®laf, 2006. 2011-0e1 HaAVABIVAV” @GR
aV@ala) 92% 08’](11)0@.94@@ CBHOBOMNEIME. (aJBaHDIBES® I6%).

9. ®E®@BOMOM, af. 95.

10. Female Labour Force Participation in Kerala : Problems and Prospects, Sumit
Mazunmdar & M. Guruswamy, Paper to be presented at the forthcoming
2006 Annual Meeting Program Population Association of America Westin
Bonaventure, Los Angeles, California. www.ii psindia.org

11, 32-00@06m” 2001-@3 @H8O®163 MLNIMo. 2011-L1D" 25-00@IW] 04
RINEGOIW]IR) 5

12. 2015-ee1 Human Development Report @paau@la)” og]da,gos OMI¥@3
al®dI81OME®I® 60 L@RIMODLIWIHY8s8 10 0022 (6IBIITMSBOY.

13. Women at Work Trends 2016, International Labour Office, Geneva,ILO,
2016, P.XI.

14, o®IeMOg MINWe,|S QN3 EYREBUE MY A2IWImIal Msomlwlgems.
L. ofaidommomieal qylmuoamiwio MVa0al0yEB8o TVIWID &G0
(ee1n1mo) aN@amImee@as], 2015 §anEn)oIol 5 o). 70-76.

2. og]mgo aflaidommaje (aei@Igomlee 32 o@hﬂm@m&,@os aflaid
ODMIMEBAIBBEBINS (MRS @M idal®la]) aqvoceisi®, 9
&ooel 2015, @REMIH] @JM1RVIH06Mo, ERHIFIEHNIS.

15. aNaidommomieer qglnoamidie Va0aI0@BGo MIWID &G0
(ee1Imo) aN2emoMee@eg], 2015 HanEaIBl S al. 70-76. agan celal
MO@ @Je®IHelay” meflolgms’. MoreISIMaJe® dal®lqaflas 32
ofloIdem &3 @OIBHS BRMBAIGRIg &80 G0RINq|FOmIWIgemE:

16. @HOBaIOMo, af.117.
17. @o®1e3®ean, of. 118.
18. Women at Work Trends 2016, P.XV.

19. 0m3081M1 ¢3eAInHA ay@l@es Where are India’s Working Women? agyam
GRIIMOMITI A I10INGUV]2|0).
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‘someayaumel, 60030@1@@03403’(@@@0)0), moceisio, 9 @eeel 2015,
ad.22.

al@182aH og)emg @;oggosm%(cselmmo),mmoelsﬂ@, 9 @ooer12015, o). 21.
‘@og(ﬂm(ﬁsﬂs&ﬂom (Jalemio’(GRIRIMo), MuoraIslm, 9 @eael 2015, o). 28.
GRM1@OMOHAN af.28-29.

@JBY MUAHOTWI, ‘Qﬂm@mm@mm(@ aNaiIdommeom allaldemmo
omqgg(sm_loua’, &on@“ m(]%“ m,;@ggh’zi, omo_l“gom_lé 2014.

‘a161BIaUMAII MVo@a (T, MooeISi®, 9 @ooel 2015, 0 f.27.

‘@og&u&@sﬂsmﬂom (Jnls@io’(BRIRIMO), MoreIsI™, 9 @esel 2015, al.
28.

‘aNaidemmo ag)m MBSV’ (EeInIMo), MvoraIsI®, 9 E@osel 2015,
al. 26.

‘aNaidommo 8@ 2udalglwosm” (celnimo), Mocelsl®, 9 E@ooel 2015,
al. 53.

‘aNaidemmo 0’8’]’((89@0)0),0’000@5']@, 9 @ooel 2015, o). 34.

oNaidommomieel qInIaMIW e  TVa02I0EBGo  MIWID &G0
(ee1e1mo) 0N2emIMen&:08], 2015 HanEaIdl 5 o). 70-76. afam celal
MOMG3 HD @RYUWo még@ﬂggﬂ%ma“.

210180a1QeSs AIK1VNG3 (GRInIM.), MVoreIsI®, 9 @ oeerl 2015, a).13.

‘a1’ aflaidemmo @mqy&(m?’, (se181Mo), MuoneIsI®, 9 @ oeel 2015,
al. 15.

‘aNIdommMo BOININYERD BREMI HLIGWI, (GelRIMo), MuoeeIsim, 9
&ooel 2015, oJ.9.
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@RHAUEBBUI
@QW9. EJIg] 00Ganw®d

@PMI1.e0a0m3, 2II8nRIN., WleHe8MdneHIESS, QRd

DOWINEBBBOS OalBalo MVPaO1BHIGRIVIOMINAG BRSWISNI
01 oI IGOmIMINIHAME®IMVIN. AlEH@1HMNIW, Miad
EIOGHBOS RMOIWlalmIMSAIW] MAINIWIABBU aJO1WH0LIom]
003 a0 WA {ISIHBMODEBOM af)MD AMAVILIIHHIND
88 AN’ MM GLIRIMo. HAIVMINISo, MAFBOMY,, TVIEH:®]
SO af)N’ COAILIGHESIS DI al0IABB MVABHILNH0IW oglmo
Bla806mM” 9HMVMIB HanallMIMVo of)aM ald@lHelm afllgdaiMo &l
QN @c@@amgo HOAVMINISQjo aJB W AW §AAMVIGED B
80 2016WIU14] 1990-5g103 alladuomMOB1OBWo HOAVERLIAN]H®
QOSYo B aJ®1WAYI®OMMIg (rglmoe"l‘ﬁagoem” MM HEAVERLIAN]
HO® PEINIS HAL2J. Alelesss1eel (networked) danalmlicvOmIm” Q)
6MOS1WOWIEM” HOMENIA HanalMIMo alBNMIBNORIS®Y. KIY
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represented in the paintings made by Berthe Marisot and Mary Cassatt?
And what are not? A quick list includes :

dining rooms

drawing rooms

bath rooms

balconies / verandas

private gardens...

The majortiy of these have to be recognized as private areas and

domestic spaces.”

@REAMVAW @SN DM (omgiﬂ@@w(o"loe)go o 0@MSOM Al
og]de)e)g 21@OWIM” ANlaHMISH1VIFNE" ag)aNOG DD MSEBBUI,
@ Do) al@0THUB MILlan @SERUE GRHLIEI 2l@Om]
M aflaHOMOW q@@ﬂ 36MA SN MSEBUI, AlBNEA|Igo HaldDMS
o193 EP®IE1LWIG]Es0. MIBSHIMIVIBMIEIMI HSOMIGIM]
BIMI 2MEIRE1GMIGANI @BRYSM alLi®o. MISEHUIE, GNIIS ag)a]
Q@3 3O IFMD TG0 211LIE, 003 2(@6EBSIE @:06mMd0. 230
a0MOIM, ‘@G af)M &AYIFIOMY @JMVIRL 2N@OIE
®1eQ01Hag MINE3HEMIVITMIMIOHIMNE” HOHENIGMIBS <§QI(3 oal
GWIUla) GMIHBIM crgla)q» 2@ 2{101HBA0. HAIVDOHSON@3
MM’ VIO MSo BMBHNOHWSABIMDGalIHRIWIEM” @R® @G
QAURISODIND. EMIF0 BB (JE® JHNNANG3 G (31 01H8BHWo
90 I0DMSOOM BRAINEM 2] BREJIVAMAIDBHWQo H2I1QA.

D I0DMSEIBUT BRANILIHDED BoU1H@BIW 2fl(@BHIBIHOS Mo
ml(ruﬂ%@ruoe‘;o ARO@PWIHo @Joalino@BINIOLIMEaIeMo &3
@M. af)MMIM A IHOMIMIMI0 MYQIMEIDLI QYEOIQ 1@ Hald®MS
6838103 dhajQIS MUORIEBEIRJo GaHda {1683 G (@36BSLINNINGH GRAI
SO MSAN” HOKHHEMAN HINBRIH0 |G 2 1000BUTlHBMMET H0i]
GMNIRHLIVA @Y aQIMAB af)MM QNS BRYBIRIW] DalEWIW]HE
M. DD HDBHNIEHOB |G GNIOBHLIVA 0f) B TVIZARME. nHOM
olm” qfleflono 2amaeslejo HO@ANG MSAM” @:0G:06mNAIB ayl
HBV BN BB1HOLJ0. af)MVRI@2E] A lDADINI®Io 1)QINE1@3,
016010M HOLIDOD MoNMEIG3 a@ﬂ&bgo A J@BaHMDI@Bo MSHal
SO MSEERU3 ®ELI88 BRAMOC YOMIMOODEHIU MU Qo YA
2]Qo BRYADE] 5] a)MM 2JNEHNIEMED6SMOME

@R 0ITQ10a0T® & 80 @ %ﬂ&g@S&O(Oéo QB O



August, 2017 02IWIBalaf
Volume 01: No. 05 malayala pachcha

238

GU02.21MTWAIHEMANIEM” BRANILINOD MoPMETLNOWVTEBAN BT
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09 @Maf HaNOMSONIM @JeIuTlen8 myrUIRgMs”. alvdMI®3
B Ga025NTMIIN” ®MIHW BMHHIMoO KHF1HHIM BaldWIGI @YU
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af)aM0 HalGBRICOME DSEBRUY AREDMHMIOENHWISEMAV0 AlOQQAD :

‘What is man’s vocation? It is to be a good citizen. And woman’s?

To be a good wife and mother. One is in some way called to the outside

world, the other is retained for the interior.”*
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Shaping of Rights: State, Jati and Gender
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The shaping of the perceptions of rights in the society
is a laborious task as it involves multidimensional engage-
ments with the social institutions which acts as nerve cen-
ters of the society such as family, community (jati), State,
etc. In many cases, the engagements and confrontations
were so pitiful that the persons involved were to lead lone
battles against all these institutions. Such situations were
intense in the cases in which the struggles were monoper-
sonal. But, such struggles too were important in shaping
the perspectives on/f rights, as the collective movements
were. For example, the emergence of consciousness on/f
rights among the Namboothiris of Kerala. There were col-
lective engagements which tended and worked to satisfy
the patriarchal desires of the aspirant Namboothiri males.
Many of these engagements were projected as pro-women
or women emancipatory movements. But the desires which
shaped the agendas of such collective engagements were
purely patriarchal and the desired rights were those au-
thorized by the stalwart patriarchs who acted and worked
as the patrons of the movement.! Whenever activities on
the part of women went beyond the authorization of these
stalwarts, such activities were seen as aberrations and
something which should not be accorded.?

In this paper, attempts are made to trace out the
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activities of some women among Namboothiri community,
who were not backed up by the stalwart patriarchs—the
leaders of reforms among Namboothiris, yet fought their
causes and possessed their rights during the early decades
of 20™ century. These were, though not among the cele-
brated activities—such as widow remarriages, marriage of
younger brothers of Namboothiri families, abandoning of
Ghosha, etc.—important in constructing the perspectives
of rights among the women among Namboothiris. The
demands and the activities to materialize those by these
women were very much associated with the everyday lives
and thus were mainly focused on sustenance, which the
state and jati, in different contexts were forced to accept.

Smartavichara of Thatrikkutty

Let us take the context of Smartavichara of Thatrik-
kutty to trace out the nature of State—jati—gender rela-
tions. It happened in the year 1905. This incident is taken
as an example because of its relevance as an issue which
touched whole of Keralam. No part of Keralam was put
outside the purview of its consideration. (It could also be
treated as the first instance when Malabar, Cochin and
Travancore were integrated during the colonial period).

The Smarthavicharam of Tathrikkutty was an im-
portant episode in the history of Keralam. Sheeba K. M.
who has studied on the Smarthavicharam of Tathri has
presented the incident as follows:

The incident had obviously created an uproar in all
the circles of the community and shook it at its decadent
roots. The effects this incident had can be gauged on the
basis of the frequent presence it has found in writings of
different leanings legal, aesthetic, male chauvinistic/pa-
triarchal, journalistic from the point of women’s subjectiv-
ity and also from the way this woman got placed in myths
and popular beliefs.3

Tomakethe contextvivid, itisnecessarytounderstand
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the situations in which Tathri’s sins were constructed.
Such an understanding will help us to portray the proba-
ble situations in which a Namboothiri girl was brought up
in the late decades of Nineteeth century and early decade
of Twentieth century. The total episode of Tathri’s Smar-
thavicharam and Swaroopam Chollal brought into dis-
cussion on the pathetic and insecure situations in which
the girls among Namboothiris were living in their houses.
The persons who were included in the list of 65 men who
had sexual relations with her included her father, broth-
er, brother-in-law and kinsmen. This list of persons,—close
relatives as molesters—(though cannot be generalized in/
for all families) was an indicator of the alarming situa-
tions in which Namboothiri girls were living in Kerala.
Tathrikkutty, who still remains in the public discourses
of Kerala as a seductive-sexual icon had her first sexual
experience-rape—at an early age of around ten. She had
recollected it as a painful and fearful experience during
Smarthavicharam. Rape, compulsion, threatening, black-
mailing etc. were used by the molesters to win her consent
is evident from the Smarthavicharam records.*

This study does not intent to go into the details of
the Smarthavicharam of Tathri® by giving an account of
the incidents or tracing its otherwise relevant dimensions.
The focus of this study is on how the procedures were on;
how the jati elements were latent in those; how the jati
status were recognized and how the recognition was con-
firmed, communicated and executed. These questions are
relevant in the contexts of discussions on hierarchy, pow-
er, rights and obligations with respect to the interactions
within the jatis. Along with these, attempts are also made
to delineate how the Smarthavicharam of Tathri had im-
bued in it the modern notions of justice by incorporating
opportunities for the victims to prove their innocence; the
measures taken to curb the malpractices and bribes as-
sociated with the Smarthavicharam and the shift in the
status of Sadhanam after the trial, legally.
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The rules regarding Smarthavicaram insist that the
petitioners should approach the king and should be asked
to do the needful; upon which the king will invite four mi-
mamsakas (Scholars in Dharmasastras) and a Smarta and
send them to the house of the complainant. Along with
these persons, king should send a purakoyma (Brahmin
as the representative of the king) presenting him with a
shawl. The duty of the mimamsakas is to frame questions.
The questions should be communicated to the representa-
tive and the Smarta. During the course of the vicharam
(trial), the purakoyma should, keep silence and sit there,
listening the proceedings. When, on occasions, he finds the
questions as improper, the shawl is put to ground. There-
upon the questions will be reconstituted. The reporting of
the proceedings of trial was the duty of Smarta. Once the
faultless reporting is done, the purakoyma should go out
of hall. The Smarta was the one to pronounce the vicha-
ram if the lady is guilty along with the men who courted
her. The king has the duty to settle the lady in some part
of the country and provide her with the means for sub-
sistence. King is also bound to excommunicate the men
involved and banish them from country.®

The textual dictates are followed in the procedures of
Smarthavicharam is attested by the trial records of Tath-
rikkutty.” But the records will give us the real dimensions
and depths of the diktats. When going through the records,
the first thing that captures attention is the involvement
of the State in the proceedings of vicharam. The entire
state machinery was used—including the state exchequer?®,
state offices including the office of Sarvadhikaryakkar, te-
hsil office, police station and the bureaucracy, state build-
ings etc—to investigate and finalize a petition regarding
the chastity of a Brahman woman. The nexus between the
Jjati and state was much deeper. Sheeba K.M. observes it
as follows:

...the trials had to have the sanction of the Raja. Not
only this but the Raja provided the assistance of the officer
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Purakoyma and in the final stage, had to give his consent
for the pronouncement of the verdict of Swaroopam Chol-
lal. At rare instances when an Illam was found unable to
meet expenses, the Raja was found to even sanction funds.
The trials then were not closed community affairs but that
which were designed to send larger signals into the society
reflecting the superiority of the Namboodiris.®

When the textual and procedural accounts pertaining
to the Smarthavicharam are verified, it can be easily un-
derstood that the king/state exercises a superior position
in the matter of jati. Though the King had a ritually infe-
rior status, it did not prevent him from intervening in the
chaotic situation faced by the ritually superior Brahmins.
The Brahmins were also content to submit to Kingship in
any of the matters pertaining to the jati. The situation is
very much vocal and explicit in enlightening us about the
nature of relations between jati and the state.

Observing the nature of intervention and the proce-
dures of intervention of the state in the situation of Smar-
thavicharam, we can trace a fivefold exercising of authori-
ty of state over the jati (say, Nambudiris).

1. The diktats in the Sankarasmriti and the act on
the part of Brahmins undoubtedly affirm the political su-
periority of the King/ State. The jati status of the King
was not a matter of concern. Sankarasmriti has explicitly
asked to invoke the intervention of the king in the times
of chaos and to find solution for the problem and mend it
through the agency of the King-the State.!® During the
times of peace too, king was the patron.!! Moreover the
period from 1792 is the period of various forms of tran-
sitions in Keralam—socially, politically and economically.
Some changes were drastic, profound and deep rooted.
The changes brought about by Marthanda Varma and
Dharma Rajah in the State of Travancore and by Sakthan
Thampuran in the State of Cochin were strong enough to
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shackle the holds of Brahmin supremacy existed in Tra-
vancore and Kochi.'> These political interventions along
with the Mysorean interlude!® have paved the ways for the
shifts in the political and social positioning of Brahmins
and Kings. Thus by the end of 19% century and the begin-
ning of 20'" century, there happened a transition in which
the social, political and economic dependency of the Brah-
mins became so deep.!* Though their dependency upon
kings was an established fact,' the religious upper hand
they maintained through their ritual status was illustrat-
ed by some scholars® relying on the description of Samuel
Mateer.!” But, in reality the descriptions reiterates the de-
pendency of Brahmins, even for food on the State. Mateer
has cited the acts of Rajah of Travancore while welcoming
Azhvanchery Thamprakkal.'® Azhvanchery Thamprakkal
was viewed as the chief of the Namboodiries, though he
possessed no distinct jurisdiction over them.®

2. The King/ State was the sole authority to inter-
vene in the matters of jati. The jati elders were permit-
ted to take all decisions pertaining to the jati rules- be it
an addition, annulling, and departures from the existing
rules. But though they and the body in which they were
members function as the agency to determine the alter-
ations had full rights over the decisions, it should had to
be authorized/ sanctioned by the King/State. There is an
important occasion within the course of Smarthavicharam
of Tathri which substantiates this argument. The occasion
is of the meeting called by the Rajah of Cochin on the 9* of
Edavam, 1080 (1905 May 22"%) at Thrissivaperur (Thris-
sur) in which the elders and prominent persons among the
Namboothiri Brahmins were present and the decisions
were taken on the hitherto unknown and unheard puru-
shavicharam (summoning and trying the males whom
Tathri had stated as courted with her).2’ The proceedings
clearly recognize the authority of the King over the Brah-
mins and the elders. Prominent members recognized the
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fact that the King has the right to order them.?! Further,
the proceedings note of the meeting is a document which
substantiates the full authority of the jati council to de-
cide on the matters pertaining to the jati. The decision to
conduct the purushavicharam was taken according to the
sanction given for the same by the jati council. When the
King/ State felt it necessary to take advice on specific mat-
ters pertaining to the entire jati relations, social relations
etc. they summoned the Brahmins and did so.

3. The above mentioned decision to conduct puru-
shavicharam, taken at the Thrissivaperur council of Brah-
mins clearly indicates the unbound authority of the King/
State to intervene into the customs, traditions and even
the texts. It also indicates that the King enjoyed the power
to direct the jati council/ elders to revise, reformulate, de-
lete or even add norms to the texts or practices, provided
the jati elders/ council declared it permissible. This could
also be seen as a clever tactics on the part of the State to
shield its decisions which would have invited the wrath
of the dominant sections in the society. The point is that
there were occasions in History when the jati elders/ coun-
cils acted according to the demands of the State.

4. Though the elements of intervention and some sort
of compulsion could be traced from the dominating King/
State when jati sanctions were sought for the smooth con-
duct of state matters, it could be noted that utmost atten-
tion and neutrality was maintained when it came to mat-
ters related to problems within the jati and of the persons
within the jati. This neutrality and attention- within the
scope of legality and norms of the age- could be traced in
the Smarthavicharam procedures. The involvement of the
purakoyma, who himself was a Brahman- a knowledge-
able person regarding the procedures of Vicharam is con-
cerned- with rights to dissent is clearly an indication of
the use of jurisdictional power and neutrality of the state.
On certain occasions, in the matters in which the King
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decided to stay off from the council, neither he nor his rep-
resentatives attended it. On such occasions, the reports
of jati councils and the decisions taken by the elders were
called for. There was such an instance associated with the
Smarthavicharam of Tathri. After the vicharam and Swa-
roopam Chollal (pronouncement of guilt and declaration
of excommunication of the guilty people) there was a sys-
tem of giving pampu?? for those who pleaded before the
Smartha by making donations at his temple?® and after
performing certain rituals.?* In this case, after the swa-
roopam chollal Moothamana Bhattathiri issued pampu
to Sucheendram Temple favouring two members of Mal-
lissery Mana (Parameshwaran Namboodiri and Madha-
van Namboodiri) at Guruvayur.

The interesting fact was that there was a communi-
cation sent by Dewan Vencata Row to the Resident on 12t
June 1827 as follows:

A nambudiri named Trivickraman came to me some
time ago and showed an order under the signature of cer-
tain legislatives Nambudiris, directing him to take his
oath by ordeal in the Pagoda at Soochindram to prove
that he is innocent of the crime he is accorded of having
committed in the house of another Nambudiri. I informed
him of the positive prohibition that exists in the country
with regard to oath by ordeal... I beg you will be pleased
to write to the Dewan of Cochin to direct the Namboory
inhabitants of that country to change their mode of prov-
ing the innocence of the persons accused of any crime by
adopting some other measures instead of ordering them to
take their wrath by ordeal.?®

There was also a communiqué from the Minister of
Consultation in 1844 referring to the ghee ordeal which
states that “the Governor in Council observes with satis-
faction that the Rajah of Travancore has characterized the
Ghee Ordeal as an improper and uncivilized practice, and
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that His Highness has disclaimed all further intention of
preparing its revival.”?6

It was after all these decisions on the part of the
State of Travancore and the communication to the King
of Cochin, that the Smarthan Moothamana Bhattathiri
issued pampu to Parameshwaran Namboodiri and Mad-
havan Namboodiri. Thus it could be seen that the pampu
was issued for an ordeal which did not exist at the time
of the issuance of the pampu. That was a clear case of
cheating for two reasons: (1) A Pampu- as an order given
to a person who was found guilty—had the status of an or-
der to keep the existing orders of the Smarthavicharam in
abeyance till the person in question proves his innocence
at Sucheendram temple. The existing orders were kept in
abeyance till the person in question performed the trail
of ordeal. While issuing the pampu, Moothamana Bhatta-
thiri was fully aware of the fact that this pampu was of no
use as the government of Travancore had banned the cus-
tom. Thus by issuing pampu, the Smarthan Moothamana
Bhattathiri was letting the excommunicated Paramesh-
waran Namboodiri and Madhavan Namboodiri to enjoy a
bail period. (2) Further, neither the Smarthan Moothama-
na Bhattathiri was involved in the trial of Tathri nor did
he try to obtain sanction from the King to issue pampu.?’

This created dissatisfaction and ignited rage among
the Namboodiris of Thrissivaperur Yogam and they filed
petition before the King.?® King decided to keep out of such
a council and asked the members to decide and intimate
the decision taken.?® The decision to block Moothamana
Bhattathiri and his family and others who associated with
him in the act of issuing pampu was taken in a jati council
of the elders and other prominent members, with the con-
sent of, but in absence of the King or his representative.
This indicates the nature and level of autonomy the King/
State had given to the jati councils.
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5. Lastly, but most importantly, a matter to be un-
derstood is that, though the King/ State stood as the set-
tler of disputes/ patron in the times of peace, he dictated
nothing. It is to be understood that the King/ State owned
everything- including the persons and the offices assigned
to them. This is explicitly pronounced on occasions when
such expressions of possession were necessary. Take for
example how the King had addressed the Smaartan. In
the first official letter sent to him asking him to conduct
the Smarthavicharam of Tathri, the Smarthan was ad-
dressed as Nammude Pattachomayarkk.’*Though these
factors were latent in the expression and exercise of the
deliverance of the power, the autonomy of the jati- through
the agency of the elders of jati or jati councils- to consider
the matters of dispute or settling of chaos were preserved.
The King/ State, though was involved and worked to mend
everything regarding the jati, preserved a role of witness
for him.

It is also to be considered that in certain aspects with
respect to the rights of woman in question- Tathri, the
State has gone beyond the diktats of the Sankarasmriti
norms. As can be read in the orders issued, government
has categorically shifted her position from that of a ‘de-
generated woman’ as suggested by the Sankarasmriti
norms to that of an independent woman. The recognition
of this status by the State was important.

In the letter from Sarvadhikariakar to the Sub- Mag-
istrate, Chalakkudy, it is categorically stated that:

... the woman after the Swaroopam Chollal is at full
liberty to act as she likes to that government has no au-
thority or justification whatever to consider that she is one
who is under any restraint. She is woman who has got full
liberty of her person and property and the only reason for
the requisition and necessary precautions should be taken
to see that in as much as she has confessed to her immoral
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intercourse with so many persons of various positions in
life, there may perchance be persons who moved by violent
passions may be tempted to do her harm. So, all that we
want to do is to render her such help as everyone is justi-
fied in expecting from the government when the safety of
ones person and property is apprehended. You will there-
fore see that the police or anybody else do not consider her
to be one who is under any restraint or who has lost her
liberty of action. She may freely move about whenever she
likes and there is no need for anybody to escort her or to
do any such thing.3!

Establishment of the Right over the Property of Husband

The significance of the historic life of Uma Antharja-
nam has been discussed by the present author earlier.3?
Uma who was born in Narippatta Mana was married to
Cholayil Parameswaran Namboothiri. She had two kids-
one female and one male- in that relationship. As was the
custom among the Namboothiris, Parameswaran Nam-
boothiri had his second marriage which created tensions
in the marital relationship of Uma and Parameswaran,
which culminated in the abandoning of husband’s house
by Uma along with the kids. There were several attempts
on the part of the male members of Cholayil and Narip-
patta Manas to appease her and bring her to the lines of
the families, but she opted to annul the relation.

When they found they could not make her to submit
to their demands, her family members and in laws decid-
ed to break the ties of relationship with her completely.
The breaking up of the ties of relationship with Uma was
not merely the ousting of the lady out of the household. It
involved the annulling of relations through legal settle-
ments in which Uma and Cholayil Mana were parties. An
agreement was drawn in between them in which Uma was
given landed assets and the custodianship of her daughter
where as she had to handover her son to Cholayil Mana
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annulling all her claims and rights over her son. Settle-
ment was done at the registrar office. There as per agree-
ment, she handed over the male child into the hands of an
elder lady of the house of Parameswaran Namboothiri.??

Though the life of Uma Antharjanam was discussed
in an entirely different light in a judgement tone by the re-
formers among the Namboothiris, like V. T. Bhattathirip-
pad, the life of Uma in total was repeatedly demanding
change in the patriarchal attitudes towards women and
their roles as decision makers of their lives and agents of
change.?* Her break from the families by receiving share
in the property and getting it recorded in registry depart-
ment, thus making it official, itself was something which
created change in the Namboothiri community. The very
agreement which authorized her rights over landed prop-
erties denied her the right over her male child and made
her daughter loose her right to the enjoy her access to her
father and paternal kins shows the intensity of patriar-
chal mentalities existed among the Namboothiri families
in the life and times of Uma Antharjanam.

Madhavi Antharjanam Case

Madhavi Antharjanam was married to Govindan
Namboothiri of Malika Illam situated at Peruvanna Am-
sam of Kozhikkod. Govindan Namboothiri as per the
tradition among Namboothiris got married again and
abandoned Madhavi Antharjanam. There upon, Madhavi
Antharjanam filed a petition before Sub Divisional Mag-
istrate on June 30%* 1932 praying the court to direct her
husband to make provisions for her sustenance. When the
court summoned Govindan Namboothiri, he submitted be-
fore the court that he married another woman only for be-
getting children. He also agreed before the court he would
provide the provisions for the subsistence of Madhavi An-
tharjanam. Madhavi agreed to this settlement and the pe-
tition was dismissed.?® But the agreement was violated by
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Govindan Namboothiri. There upon, she again approached
the court for orders sanctioning maintenance.?® The case
was taken for hearing on 29% July 1932. The court on
that day pronounced its judgement directing Govindan to
make a monthly payment of an amount of Rupees four to
Madhavi as maintenance amount.?’

The case filed by Madhavi Antharjanam seeking or-
ders for maintenance from her husband Govindan Nam-
boothiri was the first of its kind in Malabar among Nam-
boothiris. The attempt on the part of Madhavi to seek jus-
tice in her marital relationship through court was a bold
move in that age. She surpassed the families involved and
the caste stalwarts to solve the injustice she met in the
marital relationship and sought the intervention of state
to solve her problem. This very act shifted the position
of marriage and marital relationship, which were hither
to the matters of family and caste to those pertaining to
state. The very act of Madhavi, approaching the court for
solving marital issues and the outcomes there upon gave
an assurance to the destitute women abandoned by hus-
bands regarding their maintenance by the husbands.

Thus it should be understood that the ‘reformation’
among the Namboothiris and the transformation among
them were not processes instigated merely by/ through the
initiatives of Yogakshema Sabha, Unninamboothiri and
the influential stalwarts of the movement like V. T., MRB,
Muthiringott or the people who worked with them. There
were active engagements on/ from the part of the women
for transforming their everyday life situations and to find
remedies for the incidental problems they met. These en-
gagements were out of the purview of the agendas set by
the stalwarts of the mainstream movement. Women like
Tathri, Uma and Madhavi and those like them, who en-
gaged Brahmanical Patriarchy from the plains of every-
day lives, were challenging its pativratya norms in vari-
ous dimensions and were attempting to disintegrate the
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highly patriarchal spaces, thus finding the spaces which
could accommodate them too. The attempts which have
been cited above, about which discussions are made and
those attempts similar to these, by the women as agents,
which are snubbed into forgetfulness and swept out from
the historical discourses are to be revisited to know about
the unsung heroines in the domains of social reformations.
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‘Yakki’ and ‘Kuruthi’ — A Study of the Female
Offices of Pre-Perumal Period

KAVITHA SIVADAS
Assistant Professor, Sree Sankara College, Kalady

It is rather difficult to reconstruct a fully fledged, tan-
gible history of Pre-modern Kerala. The lack of concrete
evidences have created a big gap in the historical scenario
of the period. In the backdrop of existing sources what
we have is only a history focused on temple as the nerve
centre. The history of the marginalised, especially the
representation of women in pre modern times is more or
less concealed and no solid research has been made which
focuses on women in the light of sources. The paper tries
to explore such marginalisation in the influx of patriarchi-
cal society in the light of land deeds.

Deeds and Women-Necessity of New Perception

The genesis of writing and documentation in Kerala
is closely linked to the expansion of Jainism and Buddhism
and further accelerated by the growth and consolidation
of Brahmin Settlements and temples.! But the so called
deeds developed when certain factors tended to embark
a social and economic transformation. The ascendancy
of a strong power i.e., the Perumals and the escalation of
Brahmin supremacy is contemporaneous with the change
in the pattern of agriculture and agrarian relations which
in turn created a necessity of keeping records for posterity.
Also the authentication of new rights and privileges and
countering the future claims require written transactions.
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The object of deeds was not only the legitimisation
of rights but also superimposing such rights and priv-
ileges over the early occupants. The entity of women in
such inscriptions is of much significance as they figure as
donors as well as recipients of certain grants® But histori-
ans had not tried to explore the participation of women in
donor-receiver category. Women were portrayed as rather
invisible in the documents. But the terms which figure in
the records like ‘Kuruthi’, ‘Yakki’ etc. connotes the tra-
ditional offices held by women and their absence in the
later inscriptions point towards the deprivation of their
rights, developed in the backdrop of the emergence of the
Perumal rule. Of the inscriptions which elucidate women’s
presence, Chitaral Inscriptions, Tiruvalla Copper Plates,
Chembara inscriptions etc. are notable.

Inscription Enunciating the Existence of Female Guru

The presence of prosperous, erudite, self determin-
ing women can be seen in Chitaral inscriptions pertaining
to Ay kingdom. Chitaral was a Jain centre till the early
decades of 20% century. A few records from Chitaral is
significant in this context. One record speaks of a stipu-
lation made for providing a lamp at Tiruchaaranam and
the temple is said to have constructed by a Kuruthiyar.?
This ‘Kuruthi’ is referred to as important among the dis-
ciples of a Jain monk. The second inscription also enun-
ciate a female disciple of one Arattanami Pattiyar named
Kunandangi Kuruthigal granting golden ornaments to
the temple.* The donor mentioned in an inscription near
Tirunelveli is also a Kuruthi. There is at present no con-
crete evidence to support the function of Kuruthi and the
title can be equated with their profession. M.R. Raghava
Warrier views Kuruthi as the feminine gender of the term
Guru.® The label ‘disciple’ indicate that they were learned
people and also professional and the inscriptions also
reveal that they were economically sound and indepen-
dent enough to grant gold and even consecrate a temple.
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Emergence of Salais and Waning of Kurutti

The period preceding the Perumal rule is more or
less silent regarding the nature of education. It has been
argued that the skill of writing was confined to a minority.
Tirucharanam is regarded as a great Jain centre of edu-
cation where both male and female functioned as train-
ees. Kuruthi may be a group who imparted learning in
these areas. Jain female teachers identified as disciples of
male monks reflect that education was imparted to male
and female alike in Tirucharanam. The inscriptions are
clear indicators of their financial position and it implies
the fact that female teachers like their counterparts must
have been greatly patronised and held in great esteem in
the Pre-Perumal period. But what is significant is that the
term Kuruthi is not mentioned in the later inscriptions
which suggest that they might have lost their status and
independence in the later stages. They might have either
pushed back to the interior tracts or might have assim-
ilated themselves to Brahmanical culture losing their
rights and identity.

The implementation of Salais or temple educational
institutions in the Perumal period points to the effective
means of controlling the education in the hands of the
male Brahmins. As Elamkulam points out, the practise
of establishing educational institutions in the precincts
of temples might have copied from Buddhists or Jains®
The terms Chattas and Bhattas figuring in the inscrip-
tions, connoting student and teacher respectively, have no
female counterpart like Kuratti for Kuruvan.” The inscrip-
tions throwing light on the Salais make it clear that they
were restricted to male students only and some of the
Salais even forbid female servants from entering into its
precincts. Inscriptions pertaining to Brahmanical temples
are silent regarding female instructors while Bhattas or
Bhattiyar are referred in many of the inscriptions.
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Salais played an important role in maintaining the
authority of Brahmins and temples. The admission to the
Salais was restricted to Brahmins alone. As evidenced by
inscriptions, these educational institutions were greatly
endowed with land grants and other services both by
rulers and private individuals. The acknowledgement of
state and upper class segments for the patriarchisation
of educational system through Salais might have deposed
other groups like Kuruthi from educational centres. Sal-
ais strictly adhering to the teaching of Vedas and military
training might have gradually overpowered the Jain edu-
cational institutions which might have resulted in the dis-
appearance of female gurus.®

The deprivation of the rights and privileges of women
is clearly noticeable in an inscription from Chitaral of 14
century. It discusses the transfer of certain lands to a
group called Padamulam?® for the conduct of temple affairs.
The karanmai or the right of cultivable land was earlier
enjoyed by the female members of a family for rendering
service to the temple. It also says that if any default arose
the duties shall be left again to the female line.™ It clearly
indicates the dispossession of the property and office ear-
lier enjoyed by women in Tirucharanam.

Indication of Specialised Offices of Women

Tiruvalla copper plates, the lengthiest of all copper
plates in Kerala is also important in the context of gender.
Tiruvalla is considered to be one of the important Brah-
min Settlement in Southern Kerala. The plates specify
the names of several women either as donor or as recip-
ient. Of this one striking remark is an endowment made
by ‘Bhadracharini’ and ‘Uttaracharini’.!! These offices do
not figure in any other inscriptions of Kerala. But the way
in which the reference is made in Tiruvalla plates sug-
gest that the terms are much familiar to the people of the
time that there was no need of further explanation in the
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copper plate and the terms suggest an office or a position
held during the period. When Tiruvalla temple became a
full-fledged brahmnical centre, these professional groups
who held official status in the earlier period might have
been forced to acknowledge the ascendancy of brahmanical
power and their rights might have gradually transferred
to temples and gradually their identity might have disap-
peared in the grip of new professional hierarchy based on
temple administration.

Yakkis as Temple Personnel

Tiruvalla plates denote the presence of Yakkis (Yak-
shi)'2, It speaks of a Yakkan giving gold to the temple and
the same amount of gold provided by his wife one Yak-
kiamma for the expense of temple.!® It also refer to 16
nazhi (a measure, one nazhi is around 250 gms.) of rice
to be given to Mahayakki , Kuruvan etc. daily for their
service to the temple.'*

Yakshan and Yakshi are generally referred to as pro-
tectors of Tirtankaras of Jainism.!® The term Yakkan is
referred in many of the inscriptions of Kerala and Yakki in
a few records. Most of the inscriptions describe the endow-
ments given by Yakshas to temples from which it is clear
that they were powerful authority during the period under
concern.

Prior to the emergence of Brahmin supremacy they
might have functioned as protector of temple. The term
Mahayakki appears only once in the inscription and
she was provided grant along with Kuruvan(Guru) and
priests. It implies that she had an important position in
the society and may be an important official of the period.

People who were not the resident of Tiruvalla also
figures as donors. One among them, Raman Mattevi of
Munninadu gave her lands together with their tenants to
god.'® It shows that women not only possessed lands but
also had the authority to transfer tenants along with the
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land. Tiruvalla also records the plot of land assigned by
nayattiyar for feeding students'’.

Chembara inscription during the reign of Indukotha
is also important in the context. The inscription indicates
how forcefully the laws have been imposed through deeds.
It refers to one Yakshan and his family and says that
Yakkan, his mother and aunt should jointly live (Koodi
Vazhka) in a settlement (the name of the settlement is
given as Mayilkkara) and provide two and half Nazhi of
rice to the temple daily. The inscription also stipulates
the name of others who had to provide grants to meet the
expenses of the temple!®. Chembara inscription is a sure
indicator of how precisely such donations were beneficial
in the growth of a temple and how the Jain possessions got
transferred to temple property. These stone inscriptions
are engraved in such a way as to catch the attention of
people. The indication of the punishments on those who
violate the provisions suggest that the target of punish-
ments were not uralars but those group whose right were
being transferred to temple. Chembara indicates that
women possess certain rights and privileges along with
their male members. The inscription is a clear indication
of the pressure forced upon a community who were in a
position to provide grants and other financial support to
the temple.

Proliferation of temple deeds and oppression of women

The inscriptions indirectly signify the need of license
to control a faction of people who might be the original
occupants of the rights and privileges enjoyed by temple.
Tiruvalla plates indirectly indicate the accumulation of
property from many sections of people to temple. Deeds
acted as the symbol of authority of temples over the rest
of population. As Rosalind Thomas point out inscribing
deeds were to make the people memorial of the decision®.
The decisions enforced by the temples were not only for
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the smooth functioning of temple activities but it also for-
bid the early occupants from several rights and privileges.
The hereditary character of the later servants attached
to temples must have undermined the status of early offi-
cers. It was through these processes of marginalisation
and exercise of power that the ruling authority and Brah-
mins kept the large section of society including women of
different grades under their control. The contents in the
records indirectly signify that many of the provisions were
forcibly imposed.

Some of the characteristics of the documents include
the mentioning of minute details of rights in case many
functionaries and population were incorporated. The indi-
cation of each and every right in deeds like Tiruvalla Cop-
per Plate show that the document was meant for a larger
section of society who were unfamiliar with such practises.
Punishments given to those who interrupt the rights and
privileges were given in inscriptions. There were certain
rules and regulations for the smooth conduct of temples
known by the name Kachams. M.G.S. Narayanan and
Kesavan Veluthat points out that these regulations were
not to control the temple proprietors but to prevent any
act that may prove detrimental to Brahmins and their
properties.?’ So these Kachams aims at temple servants,
villagers, officials and women.

Some inscriptions do suggest that women enjoyed
rights over land and other properties. But in many of the
deeds the physical presence of the female donors were
not seen. They do not appear as witnesses or signatories
and majority of the inscriptions figure them as mother,
wife or daughter except the above mentioned ones i.e.,
they are often described in terms of their relationship to
men. In inscriptions also the description of the functions
of men are given much importance and with more details
than women. That is why a notion has been constructed
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generally that women did not play a vital role in temple
centred society of early medieval Kerala.

Thus the early inscriptions indirectly reveal a gen-
dered perspective of early medieval Kerala. These offices
were probably well established in Pre Perumal period.
As they might have functioned as public offices and their
social and political status were widely recognised during
the period. They also functioned as an important node of
social and economic power. But the beginning of Perumal
Period marked a shift towards new social relations based
on hierarchy, unequal rights and patriarchical authority
which led to the disappearance of the whole set of female
employees.
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